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%ZL our READERS SAY

Today’s Music
“Thank you for your marvelous arti-
cle in the current issue of T'he PLAIN
TruTH, "What's Wrong With Today’s
Music?’ T just éuew you'd get around
to this subject when the time was right,
and who in the world with two tics and
a whistle-full of the Beatles would deny
that the time is just ExacTLy right!
Of course, I'm just a piano teacher—I
don’t count.”
Robert D. A., Pittsburg,
California

“T received my first PLAIN TRUTH
and read the entire magazine in one
sitting, T particularly enjoyed the arti-
cle "What's Wrong With Today’s Mu-
sic? T will frankly admit that I have
experienced ‘the hypnotic effect of the
“Big Beat.”’ Do you think you could
have a subsequent article on Op-Pop
art that is now so popular in our
pseudo-cultural society?”

J. E., Northern Illinois University

Dekalb, Illinois

"I must say the article in your No-
vember issue, “What's Wrong With To-
day’s Music?’ drastically lowered your
usual high standard of articles in my
opinion. It was a rash generalization
and without any depth! It was an en-
tirely one-sided article. ... This story
seemed to say that anyone who listens
to modern music is compelled to jump
up and down. I feel that this condemns
something  without presenting  the
whole truth, which is not your usual
style. If this letter cannot be printed,
please show it to the author of the
article. Thank you.”

Jack J., Canton, Ohio
® Jack, you need to reread the article
and see what it really says!

Womanhood

“I have just finished reading 'Our
Mad, Mad Marriages’ and "True Wom-
anhood—is it a "Lost Cause”?' in this
month’s PLAIN TrUTH. I thought they
were both outstanding articles. Fortu-
nately, my husband and I have a good

marriage. T just wish all those people
who have troubled marriages could read
that article, although it's good for
people with happy marriages to read. Tt
makes me want to try twice as hard to
keep mine happy. I can sece where T've
been so wrong in so many ways. I
thought, until I read the article, that I
had a pretty routine and dull schedule,
since T stay home all day and keep
house, cook, etc. I see now where I
have exactly the schedule God intended.
Now I can go about my duties with a
much warmer outlook. I just pray that
God will help me to do all the things
that will make me truly feminine. T
want to thank you and your staff for
opening my eyes, as I'm sure you did
for many other women.”
Miss. Alex T., Plant City,
Florida

manhood
and womanhood both. In almost every-
thing you have written on these sub-
jects T have almost agteed completely

. But there is something T am won-
dering about ... How's a woman sup-
posed to handle a husband who expects
too much out of her in the first place,
and then picks on her because she
doesn't get everything done just per-
fect. Men should realize that women
get tired, sick, worried, and sometimes
behind in their work because of emer-
.1 think you
wrote this article strictly from a man’s
point of view, and you are a man.
Why didn’t you get a woman’s point of
view on this subject? Surely some
Christian woman, such as Mrs. Arm-
strong would have had an intelligent
viewpoint or two. .. How does a wom-
an handle a husband who picks on her
constantly and criticizes her faults all
the time, since she has no right to talk
back?”

Mrs. R. H., Westfield, Iowa
o She first overcomes her faults—then
her husband might be willing to give
up some of bis! And, by the way, Mrs.
(Continued on page 31)

“T read your articles on

gencies as with men. ..
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The PLAIN TRUTH

A

from the Editor

vidual? Is it wrong—is it extrava-
gance—to purchase quality things?
Some people pride themseclves on
their lack of culture and good breeding.

IS IT WRONG to be a cultured indi-

Some people actually brag: “We're
just poor folks.” They spurn good-
quality merchandise, saying, “That’s

too rich for sy blood.” They shop for
bargain prices, condemn better quality
as ""EXTRAVAGANCE."
well-dressed  person of being

They accuse a
“stuck
up.”

Does God love the poor and hate
the rich? People speak of "God’s
poor.” Must one be poor economically,
ignorant educationally, uncouth socially,
in order to please God? It's true Jesus
said “How hardly shall they that have
riches enter into the Kingdom of
God!” But He also clarified His
meaning, adding, “how hard is it for
them that trwst in riches to enter into
the Kingdom of God!”

We speak of the Ambassador Colleges
as cultural institutions, providing beau-
tiful and cultural physical environment.
Is this wrong?

In this world we have the poor, the
ignorant, the uncouth and uncultured.
And at the other extreme we have the
rich, the social snobs, the intellectuals.

WHAT 18 RIGHT?

We say that at Ambassador College
we teach not only how to earn a living,
but How 1O LIVE! The college motto
is: "RECAPTURE TRUE VALUES.” Out
of what textbook do we teach the
true values? In what textbook do we
learn how to live? Actually the only
SOURCE of this most necessary knowl-
edge might seem a little strange to stu-
dents of the average university. For,
strange though it seems, the ome text-
book rejected by nearly every college
and university in the world is the
ONLY textbook which imparts the
right knowledge on this most basic
question. It is the ONLY textbook

which imparts the MOST NECESSARY of
all knowledge: What is the MEANING—
the pPURPOSE of life? What are the
TRUE VALUES? What is the right way
to live—the way to peace, happiness,
prosperity, security—the comfortable,
interest-packed, enjoyable and abun-
dant life?

Wy should the one book that holds
all the right ANSwWERs—the only ra-
tional answers that make sense—be
rejected by educational institutions?
Incredible? Yes, but still a fact. Bruce
Barton must have been right. Truly it
is the book nebody knows—well, al-
most nobody! The Holy Bible is, ac-
tually, the FOUNDATION OF KNOWL-
EDGE.

So what i the answer that comes
from the textbook of the very Creator
about this matter of culture, good
breeding, how we should dress, educa-
tion, financial prosperity?

Actually, surprising though it may
be to some, the Bible teaching upholds
prosperity, tight culture, true education
and acquisition of right know[edgé,
good quality, proper attire in clothes.
The Bible reveals human nature as be-
ing lazy, slovenly, yet full of vanity
and greed.

When people brag about being poor,
uneducated, uncultured, that is merely
VANITY. It is SELF-excusing shiftless-
ness, neglect, lack of effort.

To become “saved” as religious peo-
ple express it, one must become more
like God. Jesus Christ set us an example
that we should live as He lived.

Now is God lazy? Jesus said: “My
Father worketh hitherto, and 1 work.”
Now what was God’s work? That of
Creator, and of Ruler over His crea-
tion.

What about QuUALITY? Was His
work well done, or poorly done? After
the creation of the first chapter of
Genesis; “God saw everything that He

( Continued on page 4)
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THE LATEST U.S.
SPACE SPECTACULAR

Cape Kennedy, Florida

was at the window on the tenth
floor of the NASA news center,
Cape Kennedy, Florida. The event:
the lift-off of Gemini VI with its pre-
cious cargo of two human beings bent
on a space rendezvous with Gemini VII,
already in perfect orbital flight.
Tension was running high. This was
the second attempt for this history-
making space shot which had previously
aborted two seconds before blast-off
time. The failure in the first try had
been successfully traced to a $1.28
plug that had become disconnected and
a small plastic cap no larger than the
end of one’s finger. That carelessness
had produced a lot of groans of disap-
pointment as all systems appeared
Go!
But this attempt was different.
Now, sitting atop the giant Titan 11
power plant, astronauts Wally Schirra,
Jr. and Thomas P. Stafford were fiercely
calm as the countdown reached blast-off
time minus 1 minute 30 seconds. And
the countdown was on,

The Great Moment

The count reached 5-4-3-2-1-0—
fire! A giant cloud of smoke broke
out. The intercom voice said, “"We have
a lift-off!” At the same moment the
slender white finger began its vertical
climb.

In much less time than it takes to
relate the events the rocket engines
were delivering the power needed to
put Gemini VI in orbit. All necks were
bent far back trying to follow the
beautiful vapor trail pouring from the
rocket. We could actually see the giant
“flying machine” begin its tilt or atc,
leading to a perfect orbit pattern.

It might be well to remember that
just 62 years ago, at a place called

by Lyle Christopherson
PLAIN TRUTH Staff Photographer

Man's still-distant goal, the moon, as seen fom Gemini VIl during the 14-day
voyage. The cloud-shrouded earth can be seen below, a portion of capsule on
lower left.

Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, Orville
Wright took off for a grand flight of
120 feet, in America’s first heavier-than-
air machine!

Rendezvous in Space

The imagination of the whole world
was captured by the widely hailed U. S.
space spectacular! A breathless world
listened in suspense as spacecrafts Gem-
ini VI and Gemini VII pulled a “first”
—rendezvoused in space, orbiting to-
gether less than ten feet apart!

Astronauts Lovell and Borman,
smashing all records in space by making
more orbits, logging more space time,
and performing numerous experiments,
welcomed the arrival of astronauts
Schirra and Stafford in Gemini VI
Two pinpricks of light, orbiting high

above the earth, mere feet apart—sent
the imaginations of men soaring!
Logging over 5 million miles in
space, Gemini VII splashed down
Saturday morning, Dec. 18. With it was
every space record in the book, thus
catapulting the U.S. AHEAD of Russia
in most areas of the space race!
After the stupendous success of
America's latest space achievements,
scientists are more than ever dazzled by
the prospect of sending a man to the
moon. The American space program is
forging ahead. The Gemini series of
manned flights around the earth are
proving that men apparently can with-
stand and adapt to the challenges and
rigors of inner space travel—uital to the
first manned flight to the moon. Thus
(Continxed on page 48)



How You Would LIVE
If You Were “JUST AVERAGE"

What if you LOST, overnight, your present standard of living?
What if you became, suddenly, Mr. and Mrs. “Average
World"'? What would you have? How would you live? Read

these shocking FACTS about the ENORMOUS wealth of our
peoples, and be THANKFUL, as you never have before!

UR national inheritances were
O PROPHESIED !

Centuries ago, Almighty God
predicted the national wealth and power
of the British Commonwealth of nations
and the United States. The true
enormity of that wealth is scarcely
realized by the average person from
Sydney to Salisbury, and from Bloem-
fontein to Boston!

Little do our peoples
frightening disparity between the “have
nations” and the “have-not nations’” of
this wotld—nor do we realize the terri-
fying events of the future which will
TAKE OUR WEALTH FROM us!

realize the

America—Land of the Fat and Rich

As one expert put it: “In the United
States hogs and chickens eat far better
than the malnourished people of Latin
America and Africa.”

Americans have been described as
the world’s most overfed and under-
nourished people—fat, lazy, content—
with  dwindling purpose,
waning national pride, and an almost
obsessive lust for entertainment and
pleasure—we have become a worldwide
symbol of the fat glut. And many a
nation hates us for it.

Just how well off are we?

The actual truth is shocking—in spite
of  “anti-poverty” drives within the
United States.

The average American family has
available the services of wvarious appli-
ances equal to the physical work of
ninety servants! The average income,
based on the gross national product, is
at $3,000.00 per year, while that of
Europe is at the $1,200 to $1,800 per

national

by Garner Ted Armstrong

year level. But the underdeveloped
two-thirds of the world lives on an
annual per capita income of $100 per
year—or less.

The question really worrying econo-
mists and governmental advisors today
is, "Does the rich one-third of the
world really want to live in a world
where it continues to get richer and
where the poor two-thirds remain mis-
erably poor and largely illiterate?”

Perhaps the question should be put
the other way.

Do the poor of the world want to
wait for several generations to pass
before they can expect even a SMALL
PERCENTAGE of increase in their annual
income?

Just what are the actual differences
represented by that meager $100 per
year?

If You were “Just Average”

Let's say you're an “average” middle
class American family.

To reduce your living conditions to
that of the "Average” family of the
world—here’s what would occur:

First, we would strip your home of
all its furniture. Everything would go;
beds, carpets, sofas, dining set, chairs,
tables, lamps—everything. Probably, you
don’t possess a single table o/d enough,
or rickety enough to qualify as an
“average” Mr. and Mrs. World family
—so we would exchange all your furni-
ture for one old wooden table of crude
make, and one wooden chair.

Next would come the kitchen.

All cupboards would be stripped
bare, then dismantled, and removed.

Only one small bag of flour would

stay, a box of matches, some sugar
and salt. In emptying your refrigerator
and freezer, your pantry and cupboards,
we would substitute three or four moldy
potatoes, throwing them into the garbage
can. These would have to be retrieved—
because they would become the mainstay
of your evening meal.

Next goes all the wiring and plumb-
ing—even the fixtures. Toilets, faucets,
switches, lights, disposal, ovens, stove,
radios, clocks, telephone,
fans, hairdryers, electric razors, electric
knives, toasters, waffle irons, electric
skillets, heaters, everything.

The whole house is stripped clean—
until only the one table and chair re-
main—and then we take away the house
—the family might as well move to
the tool shed, minus, of course, the
tools, storage, old cast-off clothing,
furniture, or anything else of value,

Then all outside communications and
services would be cut off.

Since all electric wiring is already
gone, you would have no TV, telephone,
or radio.

But now we suspend postal service,
delivery service, take away both your
family automobiles, all boats, planes,
motor bikes, scooters, wagons, or even
horse-drawn vehicles—leaving you, if
you are slightly better off than your
neighbors, one warped, ancient bicycle.

There are no community services. No
fire department, no police department
as such, no public health service, no
federal, state or county aid setvices you
can turn to.

There is one school—three miles
away-——of two rooms.

The nearest clinic is about 10 miles

television,
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away—you can reach it in good weather
(since the roads are all dust and mud
at various times of the year, and with
no drainage, no lights, no curbs, and,
for that matter, no traffic) on your
bicycle—if you're able.

The dlinic is tended by a midwife.

The family cash hoard consists of
one five-dollar bill, butied in the dirt
floor of the tool shed.

Gloomy?

Certainly! But NoT ONE BIT EX-
AGGERATED! Would you ENjoy being
Mr. and Mrs. “Average World” even
for a FEW DAYS?

Now, let’s look at the United States,
compared with the rest of the world,
as if in an imaginary world of 1,000
persons. That's taking all the THREE
BILLION people on earth, and putting
them into a town of 1,000 persons.

Sixty persons would represent the
United States—940 the rest of the com-
munity.

The 60 Americans would have an
average life expectancy of 70 years. The
average among the other 940 would be
about 40 years.

The Americans would have about
15145 times as much goods and services
per person as the rest of the people.
Half the total income of the entire
community would be given to the 60
Americans, the remaining 940 would
share (unequally) the other half.

The community's total supply of elec-
tric power would be consumed at the
rate of TWELVE TIMES as much by the
Americans as by all the rest; 22 times
as much coal would be used; 21 times
as much oil and gasoline; 50 times as
much steel; and 50 times as much
general equipment of all kinds.

Do you believe such a community
could survive for long?

Or would jealowusy, bitterness, and
GREED begin to motivate the other 9407

Where Did We GET Our Wealth?

Our fantastic wealth was GIVEN to us
—directly!

Remember, man only changes, shapes,
forms and puts together the basic raw
materials of rhis earth into his many
modern conveniences and inventions.

And the fabulous lands of our peo-
ples, our mineral resources, our natural
stands of timber, our sprawling grazing

The PLAIN TRUTH

and farm lands, our almost endless
coastlines, our strategic sea gates, our
favorable climates, our very inventive-
ness and ingennity—all wete GIVEN to
us by our Creator!

God said, of our people, “Joseph is
a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough
by a well; whose branches run over the
wall: . . . his bow abode in strength,
and the arms of his hands were made
strong by the hands of the mighty God
of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd,
the Stone of Israel): Even by the God
of thy father, who shall HELP thee;
and by the Almighty, who shall BLESS
thee with the blessings of heaven above
{our WEATHER], blessings of the deep
that lieth under [our minerals, coal,
oil, gas, and natural resources], bless-
ings of the breasts and of the womb
[our longer life expectancy, and gen-
erally better health]: The blessings of
thy father have prevailed above the
blessings of my progenitors unto the
utmost bound of the everlasting hills:
they shall be on the head of Joseph,
and on the crown of the head of him
that was chief among (margin) his
brethren™” (Gen. 49:22-26).

If you have not yet proved to your-
self oUR PEOPLES are directly referred
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to in this fantastic prophecy, then write
immediately for your own free copy

of the booklet, The United States
and the British Commonwealth in
Prophecy.

Gop gave us our national inheri-
tances,

But we have FORGOTTEN Him!

We have forgotten our very IDENTITY
in the Bible—have turned our backs on
the One who GAVE us these ABUNDANT
blessings; have defiled His lands, pol-
luted His streams and rivers, trampled
underfoot His holy days and customs,
defied with impunity His great and
marvelous LAWS!

We have become a STENcH in His
sight—and He says He will MAKE us
see—FORCIBLY—just what it is LIKE to
be left alone in the world—uwithout
God!

He says, "For she did not xnow
that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil,
and multiplied her silver and gold,
which they prepared for Baal. There-
fore will T return, and take away my
corn in the time thereof, and my wine
in the season thereof, and will recover
my wool and my flax given to cover
her nakedness. And now will I discover

(Continned on page 41)

2viondl

from the Editor

(Continued from page 1)

had made, and, behold, it was VERY
Goon.” God placed the first man in
the Garden of Eden. It was undoubtedly
the most beautiful garden ever to exist
on earth. Gop PLANTED IT. God gave
the first man a joB in that garden.
Not to be lazy, shiftless, let it go to
weeds and ugliness—but “to dress it
and to keep it.” (Gen. 2:15.)

Jesus, prior to His ministry, was a
carpenter, a builder of buildings. In
Nazareth the BEST and FINEST build-
ings were built out of stone. The little
synagogue (mentioned in Luke 4:16)
was very probably one of the buildings
that Jesus built, or helped to build.
That synagogue was so finely and sub-
stantially built it remains in good re-
pair to this day. I have entered it and

inspected it. Its quality was the finest.

In creating,” God had to think, plan,
design what was to be created. For ex-
ample, a beautiful rose, a lily. Nothing
inferior there!

His instruction to the workman:
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do it with thy might.” (Eccl. 9:10.)
But what is Satan's way? It is the way
of the workman who says to a fellow-
laborer: "Slow down, there, bud—or
we'll all have to work that hard.”

A man once accused me of being a
“perfectionist.”” But Jesus Christ coms-
mands that we be perfectionists: “Be
thou therefore PERFECT, even as your
Father which is in heaven is perfect.”

Jesus Christ 75 577/l a BUILDER. He
rose from the dead. He 1s ALIVE TO-
DAY! But today He is building a
SPIRITUAL building—His Church, to
become the Kingdom of God. It must
be THE FINEST (Eph. 2:20-22; 4:11-
16).

Just what is the difference between
best QuaLiTy and cheap merchandise?
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All merchandise comes out of the
ground. Quality products are simply
those resulting from more careful and
conscientious selection of better ma-
terials, made into an object by more
thoughtful, better-designed, painstak-
ing craftsmanship. Inferior merchandise
comes from indifferent selection of ma-
terials, and less conscientious and care-
ful workmanship. Gob's WAy 1S THE
QUALITY WAY!

Is good quality “EXTRAVAGANCE"?
Many people do not realize the true
meaning of the word “extravagance.”
Webster's definition: “An instance of
exceeding the limits of reason; (extra-
vagant claims); lacking in moderation,
balance and restraint. Excessively ela-
borate.” Good quality, then, is Nor
extravagance #nless excessively elabo-
rate.

But what if you can’t afford the best
quality? Then purchase only what you
are able—always live within your
means—and “be satisfied with such as
you have.” But, be industrious, doing
what you do the best you can and if
you really live Gop’s way, in due time
He will prosper you so that you can
afford better.

Yet, NEVER SET YOUR HEART ON
PHYSICAL THINGS. In the quotation
from Jesus, mentioned above, (Mark
10:23) it was not the possession of
wealth that Jesus said would keep a man
out of the Kingdom of God—but the
TRUSTING IN those riches. David
warned us that, when God Prospers us,
be careful not to set our hearts on the
prosperity.

Through John, Jesus says: “Beloved,
I wish above all things that thou
mayest PROSPER and be in health,”
(III John 2). Look at the prosperity
of Joseph: “And the Eternal was with
Joseph, and he was a PprospErOUS
man; . . . the Eternal made all that he
did to PROSPER...” God promised
Israel the greatest PROSPERITY and
abundance of material wealth of any
nation—IF they diligently followed
His way of life (Lev. 26:3-5). Job
was the wealthiest man in the east,
After he learned his lesson, God gave
him double his original wealth.

Prosperity is not a sin—it is a
BLESSING. God is the GIvER of abun-
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dance and prosperity. But carnal man
usually sets his heart on the wealth,
instead of God. He makes it an idol in
which he trusts. That is the sin.

It is Gob’s wiLL that we prosper,
obedient to Him, our hearts set on
Him, telying solely on Him. Then
when we prosper—when God gives
abundance of coop things—of good
quality—He wants us to be apprecia-
tive, grateful, give Him thanks, ENjoy
what He has blessed us with, all the
while trusting and worshiping Gob,
and realizing we shall have the material
things but a short time.

One, whom God had blessed with a
very nice home well furnished with
good quality things, put it this way:
"My attitude toward it is like it was
when I was assigned to a very fine
hotel room for overnight. T said: 'T
will enjoy it these few fleeting mo-
ments, give God thanks, be apprecia-
tive, try to use it as facilities for
serving God, obtaining a good night’s
rest, and then leave it and go on my
way in the morning, never looking
back with any regrets at leaving it.’
That's my attitude toward my very
nice home. If T had to leave it forever
tomorrow morning, there would be no
regrets—just thanksgiving that God let
me enjoy it for the little time I had
it. This life doesn’t last long—and we
soon leave everything in it. I'm merely
a transient sojourner here, looking for-
ward to something more real and per-
manent in Gop’s KiNgpoMm.”

Now what about education?

We are commanded to GROW in
KNOWLEDGE—and first of all in the
“knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ” (IT Peter 3:18). The most
precious thing God gave us in this life
is the human minp. It—Ilike the Gar-
den of Eden—ought to be cultivated—
improved. I could write several edi-
torials on this theme.

But what about one who never had
this teaching—and now, at middle age
or older, realizes what has been lost?
It may be no fault of the person at
all. And even if so, God will forgive
the “past. But every one should do all
he can, from the time he awakens to
this truth. T know such a man. About
18 years ago he put nearly all his life
savings into Ambassador College, to
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help others, still young people, to gain
the right education he had failed to re-
ceive. Forget the past. Begin where you
are, and start living Gob’s wAY!

What about culture, good manners,
clothing and proper attire?

There is much sophisticated “‘cul-
ture” in this world that is pure snob-
ishness and vanity. But TRUE culture—
the kind one finds at Ambassador
Colleges—is based on God's great
Law: "“Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself.” That part of culture and
good manners which expresses concern
for neighbor in politeness, gracious-
ness, pleasantness, smiles, and service
is TRUE culture,

About dress? Yes, one should dress
according to the occasion, and also
within reason according to his pocket-
book. On Ambassador campuses, during
work hours, students in the
proper work clothes for the job. Dur-
ing classes, they do not “dress up” but
men often come in shirt sleeves and
open collar—yet clean and
neat and orderly. For an evening func-
tion, they dress up in whatever is their
best—and if they cannot afford better
than they have, that's quite all right—
there is no snobbery here.

But for a wedding, or graduation
exercises, they should dress properly—
in the best they have. Is that being
“stuck up”'? Never! Jesus gave a parable
picturing the wedding between Him
and His Church. The King in this
parable is God, and his Son is Jesus
Christ. Notice: “And when the King
came in to see the guests, he saw there
a man which had not on 2 wedding
garment. And He saith unto him,
Friend, how camest thou in hither not
having a wedding garment? And he
was speechless. Then said the King to
the servants, Bind him hand and foot,
and take him away, and cast him into
outer darkness.” (Mat. 22:11-13.)

The Bible teaches the principle of
proper attire according to the occasion.
Of course “white apparel” often sym-
bolizes “the righteousness of saints” in
the Bible. Bodily apparel is used to
symbolize CHARACTER. There is a kind
of pride that is NoT vanity, but rather
concern for others, and respect toward
Gop. That kind of pride we should
diligently have.

dress

always



The REAL MEANING Behind
VATICAN i

Epochal changes have shaken modern Catholicism and

astounded the world. What is the real meaning — and the

outcome — of the recent Ecumenical Council? Where is to-
day's trend toward CHURCH UNITY leading?

HE SEcOND Vatican Ecumenical
T Council has ended. The momen-

tous conclave of bishops and
priests has disbanded. After four years
of eventful discussions, more than
2,300 bishops have returned to their
episcopal sees, excited and full of won-

der.
What Did They Accomplish?

What is the REAL significance of the
Council? According to Cardinal Car-
dijn of Belgium, "Vatican II has ac-
complished a work that history will
judge as the most gigantic in the long
life of the Church.”

Was he exaggerating—or speaking
the truth?

He was not exaggerating. Changes
wrought by Vatican II are among the
most profound in Church history! They
bespeak great things—and BIG news—
for our day, today!

Sensing the BIG news in the making,
hundreds of reporters flocked to Rome.
Protestant church leaders observed the
proceedings. And the whole world
watched with intense interest and bated
breath.

Vatican II has brought a decisive
END to the 400-year Reformation con-
troversy of the Western world!

Vatican II was the 21st Ecumenical
Council of the Catholic Church. The
first was held at Nicaea in 325 A.D.
Out of the proceedings of the latest—
Vatican Il—have come some of the
most earth-shaking religious announce-
ments of all time. Qut of the 168
general meetings and 544 votes have
come 16 epochal religious decrees and
promulgations,

by William F. Dankenbring

CHURCH UNITY in the Wind

The recent Vatican Council has
paved the way for possible Church
Unity throughout modern Christen-
dom. Ancient splits, deep-seated rifts,
and doctrinal chasms have—in many
cases—been bridged. Old breaches have
been healed.

Vatican 1T is perhaps the most signif-
icant Church Council in history—
surely the most important since the
Council of Trent which was called in
1545 A.D. Whereas the Council of

Trent was spawned by the Reformation,
and launched the Counter-Reformation
and reform within the Catholic Church,
the modern VaticaN IT CouNcit has
far greater ambitions!

It is opening a NEW ERA of Church
history!

Vatican II seeks to RECONCILE all the
different splits and schisms in modern
Christianity, bringing back all the
“wayward daughters” to the “Mother-
fold” of Christendom.

Perhaps the most important symbolic

Wide World

Carrying a golden crucifix, Pope Paul VI bestows his blessing on Vatican
Ecumenical Council. The Pontiff appeared for promulgation of last four de-

crees of the Council.
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Wide World

Pope Paul VI listens as Augustine Cardinal Bea reads papal brief formally
cancelling the 11th century excommunication of Greek Patriarch. That ex-
communication led to the final break between Roman Catholic and Greek
Orthodox churches. The new brief is another step toward reconciliation.

gesture of UNITY came when Pope Paul
VT and Patriarch Athenagoras I of Con-
stantinople lifted the reciprocal sen-
tences of excommunication hurled in
1054 A.D. when Pope Leo IX and
Patriarch Michael Caerularius of Con-
stantinople excommunicated each other!
From that time the Roman Catholic and
Greek Orthodox Churches have been
sundered by a great schism. The lifting
of the mutual excommunications paves
the way for further steps toward Church
Unity!

From the ‘time of the great schism
in 1054, both Roman and Greek
Churches have each had their own
councils. The breach grew wider with
the centuries. The chasm deepened by
the Roman dogma of Papal Infallibility
at the Council of Vatican I in 1870.

But now, the past is being buried—
the hatchet is buried—and RECONCILI-
ATION is in the wind!

Vast numbers of Protestants will cer-
tainly not be unaffected by the momen-

tous changes occurring in Catholicism.
As a significant gesture of unity and
reconciliation toward the Protestants,
Pope Paul has participated in the firss
interfaith service ever attended by a

Catholic Pontiff.

The Pope sang a Lutheran hymn in
English together with 80 observers to
the Council in a common Bible service.
The Pope referred to the non-Catholic
observers as “‘brothers, brothers, and
friends in Christ.”

Dramatic changes have been set in
motion !

In closing the historic four-year Vati-
can II Council launched by his prede-
cessor Pope John XXITII, Paul declared:
“From this Catholic center of Rome,
no one, in principle, is unreachable. In
principle, all men can and must be
teached. For the Catholic Church, no
one is a stranger. No one is excluded,
no one is far away ... We love all, all
men.”

What did he mean?

Big Changes Ahead

Here are some of the changes that a
Catholic may soon experience. Catholics
may soon be eating meat on Friday,
contrary to the long-held tradition of
the Church.

The use of Scriptutes in sermons may
gain more importance in Catholic ser-
vices, as well as singing of hymns.
Clergymen may begin to dress more
simply. It is said that priests may turn
to gray or white dress, and that a bish-
op may wear ordinary black shoes
rather than red slippers at ceremonial
occasions.

Further, Catholics and Protestants
may find themselves worshiping TO-
GETHER more and more! Interfaith
meetings are to become much more
common. Some of the stumbling blocks
in the way of interfaith marriages will
be lifted.

In a grand gesture toward the Jews,
the Council repudiated the long-held
Roman idea that Jews are under a Divine
curse because of the Crucifixion. And
in 2 magnanimous gesture toward other
Council

non-Christian  religions, the

paid tribute to their “spiritual values.”

The changes and reforms are deep
and widespread, fundamental and pro-
found. Nevertheless, many progressive
elements in the Council felt that the
changes were not deep enough. Many
other fundamental areas of thought
wete discussed, but no real action taken.

Although one of the major objectives
of the Council was to clearly define
authority in the Church, the Pope’s
supreme power was left virtually intact
—no change. The doctrine of Papal
Infallibility was left untouched.

Birth control and clerical celibacy—
two hotly contested subjects—were
passed over and will be determined by
the Pope, if any changes are to be
forthcorning.

The Catholic doctrine of the Eu-
charist has remained unchanged. Al-
though some priests argue for change in
this very difficult doctrine, the Pope
would have none of it. The official
doctrine is that the bread and wine
literally are transformed into the body
and blood of Jesus Christ. Thus Christ is
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said to be sacrificed again at every mass,
every time the Eucharist is taken.

Religious Liberty?

Perhaps the most important result of
the four-year Ecumenical Council was
the declaration on religions liberty. The
declaration on religious liberty carries
with it the direct implication that the
Church reserves for herself the right to
decide whether liberty is to be granted
to non-Catholic beliefs. It really avoids
the basic question. The new concept is
that the erring man himself does have
rights. Tolerance of other beliefs is the
new watchword.

But even this edict is modified by
the lingering concept that freedom of
religion or conscience st wltimately
bring the individual to an acceptance of
Catholicism. Catholicism, declared the
Council, is to be regarded as the “one
true faith.”

Thus, in summation, the two biggest
issues before the Vatican II Ecumenical
Council were left relatively unscathed.
Although the Pope acknowledges that
the College of Bishops—that is, all the
bishops in the church—share with him
the government of the Church, still the
Pope retains supreme power. In effect,
none of his powers have been removed.

And, the declaration regarding reli-
gious freedom—although important for
political and public opinion—still re-
mains somewhat vague. The Church
still claims sole possession of the
TRUTH, declaring itself as the "oNE
TRUE FAITH,” while condescendingly
acknowledging that Hindus, Moslems,
and Buddhists do share a “glimmer” of
the knowledge of God.

Widespread owtward changes have
been made in the Church. Yet it should
be clear that the fundamental concepts
of the Church REMAIN THE SAME,
Most of the changes are superficial, ex-
ternal—gestures of reconciliation to-
ward other groups. The really crucial
concepts remain unaltered.

The Vatican’s Chief Aim

Why is the Catholic Church exam-
ining itself so intently, and undergoing
so many external changes? What is
REALLY behind the modern ecumenical
movement? Where are today’s trends
leading ?

The PLAIN TRUTH

Pope Paul answess: “The Catholic
religion is for mankind.” It is no secret
that the Church desires to bring all
mankind into its fold, if possible. The
Catholic Church is making a renewed
bid to mold, shape and guide the future
of mankind! Rather than giving the
impression of being a “Roman™ Catho-
lic Church, it is broadening its con-
cepts, enlarging its horizons, to encom-
pass the entire world and win the
support of men everywhere!

The new emphasis of the Church is
on mankind—and the worLD! The
dogmas and doctrines of the Church
have been modified and clarified for
the benefit of worldwide onlookers.
Worn-out clichés and medieval doc-
trines have been up-dated in an attempt
to modernize the Church and make it
appear more attractive and inviting for
modern man. The Vatican feels the need
to keep pace with the times!

The Vatican is becoming increasingly
involved in the secular affairs of the
world! No longer does it hold itself
aloft, in insensitive indifference.

No longer does the Church intend
to project the image of monolithic in-
transigence or icy aloofness. No longer
does it intend to project a facade of
medieval thinking and archaic belief.
She is dressing herself up for the
MODERN world to dccept.

It is part of the worldwide trend
toward Church UNITY.

But can all the quartelling sects and
denominations and established churches
UNITE? What is REALLY going to
happen? You would be shocked to
know what the Bible says about to-
day’s denominations, the ecumenical
movement—and WHERE it all s
headed!

The Drive for UNIVERSAL
Religion

Nineteen hundred years ago, Jesus
Christ said: *"...I will build my
Church ...” (Mat. 16:18).

Jesus did exactly that. He commis-
sioned His twelve disciples to preach
the gospel of the Kingdom of God to
the world, and to warn men everywhere
to repent of their sins—the breaking
of God's Law—and turn to God, and
He would abundantly pardon them
(Mat. 28:19-20).
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God sent His Holy Spirit to inspire
and charge His Church with spiritual
POWER (Acts 1:8; 2:1-4). Many con-
verts were added to God’s Church in the
early days of the Apostles (Acts 2:41;
4:4). We read, “And believers were
the more added to the Lord, multitudes
both of men and women™ (Acts 5:14).

Luke declares further, “And the
word of God increased; and the num-
ber of the disciples multiplied in Jeru-
salem greatly; and a great company of
the priests were obedient to the faith”
(Acts 6:7). But as God’s Church grew,
persecution and opposition also in-
creased.

The wvested religion
heaped abuse on the apostles, launched
a terrific persecution on true believers
so that “...they were all scattered
abroad throughout the regions of Ju-
daea and Samaria, except the apostles”
(Acts 8:1).

As the true Christians were scattered,
they continued preaching the Word of
God wherever they went, and many
more believers were added to the
Church of God (Acts 8:4-6, 25).

Nevertheless, as the Church grew,
problems began to develop. False teach-
ers arose, promulgating false doctrines
and heresies, which seemed attractive to
the many. The world listened to them,
and finally rejected God's truth. The
Roman world began to label its pagan
practices Christian. The entire Western
world has been doing it ever since.

interests of

God's TRUE CHURCH never became 4
greal, WORLD-DOMINATING Church! Je-
sus called His Church a “little flock”
(Luke 12:32). It never grew to be a
GREAT, NUMEROUS, powerful Church!
Rather, as persecution and false teachers
increased, the VAST MAJORITY in the
Roman world were led astray, into er-
ror, into a counterfeit Christianity. Few
true believers were left.

Just as the apostle Paul prophesied,
there occurred a GREAT FALLING AWAY
—an APOSTASY—a rebellion against the
truth of God! (II Thess. 2:3.) Great
multitudes have been DECEIVED and led
into error (Mat. 24:4-5).

But nevertheless, God's true Church
—the Church Jesus said He would build

(Continued on page 47)



EYEWITNESS REPORT —

Inside Central Americal

Panama City, Panama

by Charles V. Dorothy

ANDING IN GUATE-
L MALA is a breath-
taking experience!
Plunging through
cotton-candy clouds,
gliding - over slashing
ravines, tropical foliage
and red-roofed houses,

Dr. Dorothy, Dean of Instruction at our Ambassador College,
Texas campus, is head of the Spanish Department. He visited
Latin America to obtain the pulse of events south of the
border—and to investigate broadcasting and advertising media.
Here is the first part of his lucid, colorful, fast-moving report

on Central and South America.

quict sigh of relief, . . .

What a thrill to be in
a new section of the
world! But not all is
thrills. Besides trying
to get a general “bird’s-
eye” wview of Latin

America and possibili-

our turbojet touched

ground with its tail hanging over a
sheer 100-foot drop to the canyon
below.

Visitors to the jungle Republic of
Guatemala are in for a real treat.
Viewed from the sky, this most power-
ful of Central American republics is a
violent landscape peppered with vol-
canoes, overrun with lush tropical
foliage. Viewed from the ground, Gua-
temala City is a remarkably clean,
brightly flowered national capital and
tourist paradise.

The people here are alert, fast-
moving and friendly.

But we held our breath—and for
good reason.

Serious Trouble

With only two hours of sleep (due
to packing) we had forgotten—of all
things—our “health cards.” These trou-
blesome yellow forms serve as an entry
ticket to each Latin American country.
The story behind this predicament
flashes back to my mind. While we're
holding our breath in the airport, let
me tell you what happened.

The place: New Orleans International
Airport. The time: 11:10 am., 50
minutes from the “all aboard for Gua-
temala.” The problem? We had just
this moment discovered that in our
haste we left our health cards at home.
Without a health card, we have no way
to continwe our trip, no way to refurn
to the U. S.

I dash by taxi for the nearest bank
(one mile away) to cash our last check,
but the bank says “no!” A bank official
from Colombia finally says “yes,” when

I resort to the Spanish language—
already Spanish helps and we're not out
of the U.S. yet! Meanwhile my wife
requests two health cards at the Immi-
gration Office—blank cards, that is. She
checks in baggage and passes customs.
By the use of a little Spanish picked
up-in Mexico, she gets on the good side
of a ticket agent, who allows her the
use of an electric typewriter in the
airline’s private offices to fill out
health cards.

After a hectic time at the bank, and
running practically the full length of
New Orleans International, we board
a Pan Am clipper by the skin of our
teeth—clutching two incomplete but
official-looking  health cards. (Our
original and official health cards will
catch up with us in Lima, Peru. But we
visit about seven countries before Peru.)
Will we make it to Peru
on our ‘“temporary”
cards? Guatemala will
tell the story.

On The Lookout

Our first time further
south than Mexico City!

Naturally we hold
our breath as we now
approach Guatemalan
customs, wondering if
We can pass.

ties for advancing the
Spanish WorLD TomorroOwW broadcast,
we were on the lookout for three things:
anti-Americanism; the European Com-
mon Market cutting into United States
markets in this area; the growing Latin
American Common Markets. We uncov-
ered plenty about the various common
markets, But more about that later.
We were happy to find little or no
anti-Americanism in Central America.
My wife’s diary has some interesting
remarks about Guatemala. I quote:
“July 16—the people here are very
friendly to Americans, at least to us,
We won't vouch for the reception
Guatemalans would give to the typical
grumbling, complaining and ungrateful
American tourist. Qur first Latin break-
fast began with fresh-squeezed orange
juice, white-
linen-covered tables, every one decorated

served on immaculate,

Guatemala’s health

inspector 1s a casual,
friendly lady. We smile,
she smiles; she glances
at our typewritten yel-
low cards, pauses . . .
and waves us on.

We finally heave a

© Ambassador College
Fiesta Day in Guatemala City. A tourist attraction.
Most people do not see the real conditions behind
the scenes.
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by a bouquet of fresh yellow roses!
Looking out the window, we puzzled
as we saw a man watering the roof.
It turned out to be a roof garden! We
toured the capital city by taxi, find-
ing it very clean, with trees and colorful
flowers everywhere. Women carry bas-
kets three feet in diameter—filled with
fruit or wares—on their heads!

“American advertising has penetrated
Central America. We had to laugh when
we saw a familiar-looking, orange and
black animal on a billboard reading:
‘Ponga un tigre en su tanque’ (Put a
tiger in your tank!).”

Fresh tropical air, friendly people,
exotic marimba music and this happy,
colorful “banana capital” are hard to
leave behind, but on we must . . . Fly-
ing away from this ancient Mayan land,
we saw what must have been poor and
miserable hovels (though no slums are
in the main part of the city). But at
that distance we could not see the pov-
erty of the people for the richness of
the land,

Central American countries — we
found — are not poor, as many Ameri-
cans seem to think. These countries are
RICH. A large segment of the people, on
the other hand, are poor. Poor, princi-
pally because a small gilded and
moneyed class does not permit the poor
—"those underneath”—to rise. It is a
near-impossible  struggle to  become
"middle class.”” Unlike the U.S., the
middle class here is conspicuous for its
absence.

For example, El Salvador is the small-
est—but the richest—country in Central
America. The middle class here is very
small, or nonexistent. Reputedly, only
14 families control all El Salvador. The
wealth of this smallest country in the
hemisphere is demonstrated by its lux-
urious airport—clean, dramatically ar-
chitectured with beautiful polished stone
floors.

Central America is full of surprises.
You expect jungle in Central America.
You do not expect tiny El Salvador to
rate second in the world for population
per square mile!

You expect heat. But major capitals
such as Guatemala City, Tegucigalpa,
Mexico City (if you include this North
American country), and San Jose are
not nearly as hot as many of our Mis-

The PLAIN TRUTH
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in’e rJd Photo “

In much of Latin America the few confrol the economy, while the indolent

masses live in slum areas.

sissippi Valley and Plains states, even
in summer—due to high altitude. All
these capitals are 3,200 feet or higher.
Only in Nicaragua and Panama do you
begin to “feel” the heat, but our stays
there were pleasant at that.

The “Center” of
Central America

Another dramatic landing in Teguci-
galpa, Honduras! No wonder it is called
“Honduras” (meaning depths or hol-
lows). The Spaniards named the coun-
try for its deep harbor, but it also turns
out to be the most mountainous country
in Latin America. Our airplane literally
pierces its way through a steep moun-
tain pass and calmly follows the tilted
mountainside right down into Teguci-
galpa. A tall, dark and handsome
Indian-featured Nicaraguan (our first
travel friend) offers to buy us a Hon-
duran drink. After treating us, Pedro
P. Benavente, who sells mattresses to
hotels all throughout Central America,
stated his opinion (and the opinion of
his business contacts): “The German is
the best businessman.’” Although some
American products are superior to those
of Europe, Sefior Benavente definitely
thought Germany is ahead of the United
States in capturing Central American
business.

QOur next scheduled stopover is Nica-
ragua, therefare our impressions of El

Salvador and Honduras had to be quick.
Honduras was friendly, but noticeably
dirtier than El Salvador or Costa Rica.

Nicaragua from the air was another
breathtaking sight! Known as a land of
lakes, jungles and volcanoes, Nicaragua
will not disappoint a tourist in those
respects. And if you want a wild taxi
ride, try this one from Nicaragua's air-
port to Managua, the capital city. Driv-
ing in the opposite lane just below
blind hilltops and blind curves, plowing
school children out of the way with a
horn (at 50 m.p.h.) surpassed anything
we ever experienced in Los Angeles,
New York or notorious Mexico City!
In spite of the harrowing ride, we at
last landed safely in the Gran Hotel
Managua.

Here we are at last—in the “centet”
of Central America!

Novel Experiences

July 17—Live music in a hotel may
not be novel, but it is certainly novel in
the Gran Hotel Managua. The hotel’s
lobby has no rear wall, and opens di-
rectly into an inner courtyard lined with
a small tropical garden containing a
swimming pool. Our room looked out
directly over this open courtyard, and
trom the lobby below exhilarating Latin
music wafted its way up to our veranda
and through our open window. Live
music in our private room!
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But probably the most novel of our
Central American experiences was oufr
evening dinner at “"Club 13"—opened
to us by the gift-shop owner with whom
we did business. It turned out to be
the top restanvant in the NATION. All
the way from the dignified Latin butler
who unlocked the front door for us,
through our most delicious steak in a
long time, to signing our names on the
wall along with celebrities, to the rare
tropical fruit “caco,” it was a fabulous
evening,

Only one problem. Walking out of
the restaurant we were flocked by
begging children who asked for money
or food. Behind the children on the ce-
ment was a baby entirely wrapped with
a blanket except for his feet and ankles
sticking out. We wondered if he were
dead—or just sleeping. These street
urchins did not look too thin; hard to
tell whether they were really hungry.
As for us, after this sight we forgot
our fine meal, and felt empty. ...

The final novelty was having a cool
drink next day, overlooking three sep-
arate natural lakes, with a view of
Managua to top it all off. After secing
the city and an inspiring tour of the
Presidential Palace (which surpassed our
own White House in some ways) we
headed for Panama.

America’s Panama Canal

Various delays caused us to arrive at
the Panama Hilton Hotel at 4:00 a.m.
Oh yes, we lost an hour by changing
time zones as well. One consolation at
least: no charge for this night since
we came in so ‘early.” We are $20
ahead of the game! Too hungry to
sleep, we dragged into the 24-hour
coffee shop provided by this luxury
hotel. Unfortunately gamblers just fin-
ishing up were also hungry so service
was poor and slow. To sleep at 5:30
a.m.

July 18—We awakened surprised to
see it was after 2:00 in the afternoon!
No matter, we needed the rest.

We toured the city by taxi with a
friendly Negro driver. Here there is
lush green foliage, as in practically all
of Central America, and the richer
residential sections of Panama City are
beautiful. But there are many slum areas
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The Little Common Market

The Central American Common Market is proving to be a
big success!

Since its inception five years ago, the five-nation trading
bloc (Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and Costa
Rica) has virtually eliminated all tariffs on goods made and
traded within the member countries.

The new, expanded market of twelve million people has
proven a big boon to businessmen and industrialists. They no
longer are confined to the limited markets of the individual
small countries.

The man on the street too, is happy. The trade zone has
revolutionized the buying habits of many Central American
housewives. It has made available—for the first time at reasonable
prices—a wide variety of foodstuffs and household goods that
they simply couldn’t afford before because of prohibitive import
duties.

Foreign businessmen are not as happy, however. A unified
high external tariff wall is rising around “the five” at the same
time that the internal barriers are crumbling. This is making it
more difficult for foreign concerns to compete with Central
American companies.

American firms are beginning to feel the pinch. Already,
each can of imported soup carries a 20-cent tariff. U.S. textile
mills are finding the market increasingly difficult to crack.

The only answer for foreign firms is to locate plants within
the CACM wall. Again, American businesses are finding the
going very tough. Our former enemies, West Germany and
Japan, are scrambling fast to get a toehold in the area, once
virtually a “private reserve” of the U. S. In Honduras, America’s
position as number one importer is being seriously threatened
by four rivals—West Germany, Holland, Czechoslovakia, and
Japan.

Events in the CACM, coupled with smoldering uneasiness
in neighboring Panama, clearly show that United States domina-
tion in Central American affairs can no longer be taken for
granted.

CACM officials have also made trade overtures to their
“big brother,” the European Common Market. Any link-up be-
tween the two could further harm American interests.

Watch these developments!
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as well—slums distinct from any we
have seen before in Latin America. Of
wood construction, usually more than
one stoty high, they remind us of slum
areas in New York City. The govern-
ment is building new apartment houses,
but obviously cannot build fast enough.
And worst of all, somewhat similar to
Al Capp’s “‘deep misery,” the new gov-
ernment buildings soon begin to look
“slummy” once they are inhabited.
American influence is strong here:
much English is spoken; there are Dairy

Queen refreshment stands; Shell, Esso
and Gulf service stations.

Bat, ., .

American influence yes, but American
prestige is pitiful! If you start a discus-
sion apout the canal, Panamanians either
subtly arszme that you know the canal
territory is theirs, or they try to conrvince
you gradually that Panama owns the
territory. Although we found no anti-
Americanism here in the form of riots
or mistreatment, anti-Americanism is
definitely in evidence as far as the
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“image"—prestige—of the U.S.A. is

concerned.
*“Cold-Shoulder” Treatment

For example, it was by accident we
learned the story of the Thatcher Ferry
Bridge. The bridge story demonstrates
the subtle, cold-shoulder type of anti-
Americanism carried on since the Janu-
ary 1964 riots. Returning from a for-
merly all-American (now integrated)
beach at the southern mouth of the
Panama Canal, our taxi suddenly broke
down. After giving the driver a run-
ning push down the hill and watching
him disappear into the distance we no-
ticed a beautiful stone monument dedi-
cated to the gigantic bridge crossing the
mouth of the canal. Everyone in Panama
City called this engineering marvel
“Puente de las Americas”—"Bridge of
the Americas.” But the stone monument
plainly reads “Thatcher Ferry Bridge
1962 (see accompanying picture).

Why the discrepancy?

A well-known American engineer
named Thatcher used to operate a ferry
which crossed the canal at this same
point, linking Panama City and the in-
stallations on the far side of the canal
at Miraflores locks. When the bridge
was completed in 1962, it was named
after the American ferryboat operator.
But since the name is a little hard to
pronounce, since American prestige is
low, since Panama wants to remind the
US.A. she is only “leasing” the canal
territory, PANAMANIANS REJECT THE
AMERICAN NAME. They insist on calling
it “Bridge of the Americas.”

After almost five days of visiting and
touring, we never so much ar heard the
name Thatcher Ferry Bridge. We
thought its true name was “Bridge of
the Americas” until—thanks to a
breakdown—we accidentally stumbled
on the stone monument. Incidentally, we
had to return to town “on our own
hook.” The taxi driver didn’t return
until hours later. Naturally he had a
“sad story” and wanted his fare we still
owed !

Why Panamanians Hate
Americans

In Panama we learned why America
is disliked. The principal cause of ha-
tred here is the rabble-rousing, not-too-
honest political leadership of this
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isthmian nation. Crooked and unscrupu-
lous politicians know they can stay in
office longer and fatten their wallets
more if they can stir up the voters
against some imagined “injustice.” Es-
pecially a United States injustice. So
when it is convenient, politicians stir
up the people.

Secondly, Americans (who are still
“foreigners’) have at times been a little
too cocksure, too haughty and superior,
too possessive about their land and their
“rights.”
slow and stubborn to negotiate some
just claims that Panama has made.

Thirdly, and not least, is the delicate
issue of integration. Americans have
maintained segregated beaches, segregat-
ed areas, segregated clubs, have been
slow to promote Panamanians working
in the canal, etc. All this tends to re-
sentment, not to contentment.

America has at times been very

Although our bus ride up one side,
and the train ride down the other side
of the fabulous Panama Canal slicing
its way through lakes, swamps and
jungles were a real traveling thrill, we
must admit that both in Panama City
and Colén (Atlantic side) we felt more
uneasy than in any other Central Ameri-
can country. People do not /ook
friendly; a subtle spitit of anti-Ameri-
canism is in the air. What about
America’s future in this strategic out-
post? What will happen to the Panama
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Canal? We published the answers in the
November PLaiN TRUTH in the article
“Will the U.S.A. Lose the Panama
Canal?” We may have a few back copies
left.

Danger For U.S.A.

The trouble for the United States
only begins with the Panama Canal.
Another discovery was much more
startling. We found that America is
asleep at the switch! While the United
States may be alert and sensitive to dan-
ger in the far corners of the world, she
has dozed off into a comfortable slum-
ber in Central America. While we sleep,
our old enemies, Japan and Germany
ate quietly, calmly and confidently
moving in here at lightning speed. The
European Common Market is opening
up ever-larger trade areas with the Cen-
tral American Common Market (MCC
in Spanish). A succeeding article will
fully expose what's going wrong
for America in this neighbor-area of
Uncle Sam.

Good-bye Central America!

Our next installment will take us into
South America. We'll learn of the threat
to American business and security in
this area. We will learn of the tropical
beauty and typical side-by-side Latin
contrasts of rich and poor, cleanliness
and filth, happiness and sorrow, hate
and love—all of which are so common
inside Central and South America.
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Banco Centro America, Nicaragua's Greek ship Eurylochus steams through Panama Dr. Dorothy views the Pacific mouth of the Canal

tallest building. Canal. just above controversially named Thatcher Ferry
Bridge.

Central America—Land of Unrest

411 4 i i uﬁ.;ég*
Ship approaches Bridge, showing monument on edge of mud Panama Canal passes through wild jungle country.
flats marking spot where Mr. Thatcher's Ferry used to land. Ambassador College Photos

Modern new apartments beside older apartment
Atlantic end of Panama Canal at building occupied by people who have not been Panama City, with ships in background lined up
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AS 1966 DAWNS —
WATCH THESE 7 TRENDS

Who wouldn't like to KNOW what lies ahead in world events
in 1966? Here are SEVEN SPECIFIC PROPHECIES shaping up
to affect YOUR LIFE in the next 5 to 10 years!

AN you grasp what is HAPPENING
to our Anglo-American civiliza-
tion/ Do you see the "“hand-

writing on the wall”'?

Violent crime is on a rampage es-
pecially in the cities of America. Since
1958, the crime rate has shot up almost
Jix times as fast as the vise in popula-
tion! A virtual EXPLOSION of crime oc-
curred last year in both the U.S. and
Britain.

One person was murdered every fifty-
five minutes. One actual or attempted
rape was reported every twenty-six
minutes. One holdup took place every
five minutes in the U. S. alone.

WHERE Are We Headed?

Last month in the article, “As 1965
Dyaws To a Close...,” 1T showed you
how even Sir Winston Churchill sensed
that God was working out a special
PURPOSE in His dealings with the
British Commonwealth and American
peoples. For we are identified in Bible
prophecy. We are the descendants of
the ancient “House of Israel”—some-
times called “the lost ten tribes of
Israel.”

The proof of our prophetic identity
is thrilling, exciting reading. And it is
the truth of God's Word! If you have
not yet done so, then write immediately
for our free booklet, The United States
and the British Commonwealth in
Prophecy.

Notice a basic prophecy for modern
Israel—America and the British Com-
monwealth peoples. It is found in the
fifth chapter of Jeremiah. Remember
that Jeremiah was written over one
hundred years AFTER the House of Is-
rael went into her first and only nation-

by Roderick C. Meredith

al captivity. This prophecy, therefore,
mait vefer to a FUTURE captivity—to
come in our time soon! And this
prophecy describes our peoples with
absolute accuracy!

Our “transgressions are many,” our
“backslidings are increased” (v. 6).
God asks, “How shall I pardon thee
for this? thy children have forsaken
me, and sworn by them that are no
gods: when I had fed them to the
full, they then committed adultery, and
assembled themselves by troops in the
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harlots” houses. They were as fed horses
in the morning: every one neighed after
his neighbour’s wife” (vs. 7-8).

Yes, our God has ‘fed us to the
full.” He has given us every blessing.

But we haye failed to serve and OBEY
our God. Instead, “our transgressions
are many —crinie, violence; delinguency
and sexwal filth stalk the land! We are
smashing the laws of God and men
with ever-increasing frequency. We are
a sick people!

Therefore God instructs our enemy:

Wide World Photo

Shocking increases in policemen being murdered while protecting the public!
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Wide World Photo

A man was murdered in this car because his skin was dark. His widow and

children grieve. His murderers do not.

“Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy;
but make not a full end: take away
her battlements; for they are not the
Lord's. For the Houste oF ISRAEL and
the Howse of [wdah have dealt very
treacherously against me, saith the
Lord” (vs. 10-11).

Blessed above all other nations on
earth, our peoples have indeed dealt
“very treacherously” against our God!
In our vain pursuit of pleasure on the
one hand and “scientific” knowledge
on the other, our peoples have totally
forgotten about the REALITY of the God
who created and now RULES this uni-
verse! Today, people are even writing
about ‘‘the death of God™!

Soon, very soon now, they will stand
aghast as God shows himself vitally
active and ALIVE! Alive and /infervening
in the affairs of nations!

Read and study the dual prophecies
found in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy
28. Here God teveals that if our na-
tions will not obey Him and keep His
commandments He is going to PUNISH
us as no other national peoples have
been punished in all human history!

He promises: “And I will break the
PRIDE of yomr power; and T will make

your heaven as iron, and your earth as
brass” (Lev. 26:19). Certainly the
“pride’” of the British Empire and the
American peoples has been taking a
severe licking all over this earth! But
this is just the BEGINNING!

January, 1966

If we continue in our disobedience
to God's commands, God promises that
our ways will not only bring upon us
disease epidemics, drought, famine and
lawless riots in our midst, but finally
foreign invasion and wafional SLAVERY
unparalleled in modern times!

Month by month, in The PLAIN
TruTH magazine, we give you detailed
descriptions and proof of what is to
happen to our national peoples unless
we repent and return to our God, Now,
in this article, we want to give you the
BIG PICTURE of what lies ahead and de-
scribe SEVEN MAJOR OCCURRENCES In
prophecy which are destined to affect
our nations and your personal life.

For God has raised up this very
Work as His “watchman.”

God commands Mr. Armstrong, and
those assisting him in this Work: “So
thou, O son of man, I have set thee
a WATCHMAN unto the Howse of Israel;
therefore thou shalt hear the Word at
my mouth, and warn them from me"”
(Ezek. 33:7).

Like Jeremiah, the book of Ezekiel
was written owver ome hundred years
AFTER Israel's first and only captivity
to date! It is written for our peoples,
Now. And God says the warning of
His watchman is “from me”—from
Gop HimMSELF !

So listen!

Wide World Photo
Routine arrests trigger senseless riots against authority.
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Here's What to “Watch™!

Yow have only one life—and this is
it! It's about time you opened your
heart and your mind to UNDERSTAND
the great purpose which is
worked out here below.

Describing the days of the “Great
Tribulation” lying just ahead of us,
Jesus said: “For as a smare shall it
come on all them that dwell on the face
of the whole earth” (Luke 21:35). Yes,
like a small “trap” that snaps shut on
unsuspecting animals—these horrifying
times shall descend on an unsuspecting,
uncaring, rebellious humanity!

being

“WatcH ye therefore, and PRAY
ALWAYS, that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things that
shall come to pass, and to stand before
the Son of man,” Jesus continued (v.
36).

The true Christ of your Bible com-
manded you to WATCH world events—
and PRAY that you may #nderstand and
be counted worthy to escape the times
just ahead.

There are SEVEN DEFINITE TRENDS
in world news to “watch”! These are
MAJOR EVENTS which we have been
warning of for owver three decades!
They are SURE to come to pass unless
our peoples repent,

If you doubt for one instant that this
is the very Work of Almighty God,
then accept our challenge and “watch”
and see with your own eyes!

Here they are—

I. WATCH CRIME and
IMMORALITY Increase

The first major trend to “watch” in
our Western society is the increase in
crime, immorality, illicit sex, filth, per-
version, race hatred and violence!

Most people, of course, think or
“hope” the trend will improve. But it
WILL NoT!

In II Timothy. 3:1-13, the apostle
Paul stated: “This xkNow also, that in
the last days perilons times shall come
..."" He then went on to describe a time
of juvenile delinguency, of blasphem-
ing God’s name (vs. 1-2), of hate and
violence (v. 3) and an anemic false re-
ligion (v. 5).

This prophecy is for the “last days.”

The PLAIN TRUTH
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Sexual filth in movies is now the rule rather than the exception.

Paul continued: "“But evil men and se-
ducers shall wax worse and WORSE,
deceiving, and being deceived” (v. 13).
Modern educators, psychologists and
ministers like to “kid” themselves that
these things are natural and will just
“work themselves out.” But wholesale
rebellion against the laws of God and
man works utter cHAOS and ever-multi-
plying and increasing human suffering
and muisery.

Our peoples are spiritually sIck.
With many leading educators, psy-
chologists and ministers denying the
laws and standards of the Living God,
this river of immorality and lawlessness
shall swell to become a rroop. It will
undermine and ultimately help destroy
our civilization from within unless we
REPENT!

II. WATCH “Liberalism”

Increase

In the modern idiom, the term
“liberalism” has taken on a totally new
meaning. It is the application of Auman
reason—apart from God-—as the ulti-
mate solution of man's problems.

Under the cloak of “liberalism”
BILLIONS of tax dollars have been doled
out to so-called “developing nations”
whose people often curse U.S. offi-
cials, wreck embassies, tear down and
spit upon the American and British
flags!

Thousands of ‘‘liberal”

educators,

sociologists, psychologists and ministers
reject all knowledge of GOD or His
laws. They deny any God-given stand-
ards of right and wrong. They reject
the divine basis and meaning of mar-
riage or anything else.

This damnable principle injected into
the minds of our peoples—especially
high school and college students—is
WRECKING our entire society!

Here are some of the results: “A
University of California law professor
predicted Friday that one out of every
fifty persons will commit a serious
crime this year, and he blamed recent
court decisions for the upswing .. .'It
cannot be questioned that we are losing
the Crime War,' said Rex A. Collins,
Jr., professor of law. The rights of
criminals keep on increasing. The rest
of us are speedily losing ours' " (From
the Los Angeles Times, June 17, 1965).

“Liberal” lawmakers and judges are
rapidly knocking out whatever teeth
may be left in our disjointed legal
system! It is a “toothless tiger” which
faces the increasing ravages of murder-
ers, robbers and rapists in our lawless
society !

On the religious side, Associated
Press recently reported: “A Protestant
theologian today rejected the ‘old mor-
ality” of rules and principles . . .at the
United Church of Christ's Annual
Youth Forum.

“The Rev. Joseph Fletcher said...
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Almost every newsstand now sells pornographic literature undermining the

morals of youth.

'Depending upon circumstances, #mniar-
ried love conld be infinitely more moral
than married love, lying could be more
Christian than telling the truth, stealing
could be better than respecting private
property. It always depends upon the
situation.”

“Dr. Fletcher is professor of ethics
at Episcopal Theological Seminary, Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts.”

This type of reasoning is a sewer
which leads into a veritable cesspooL!
It will soon drown and DESTROY our
once-upon-a-time “'Christian”
tion unless we REPENT!

civiliza-

III. WATCH the Trade War
and Gold Supply!

America and Britain are LOSING the
wotldwide Trade War! The British
people some time ago erected a sign
reading: “Exports Go uP or Britain
Goes powN,” Yet, recent reports reveal
expotts have gome down rather than
up for Britain—and the situation is
growing yearly more PERILOUS.

Meanwhile, latest statistics reveal the
ominous fact that our erstwhile enemy
in World War II, West Germany, is
now the second largest trading nation
on earth! 1t is second only to the United
States—and will surpass America in
1966!

With the American gold supply at

its lowest ebb since 1938, William
McChesney Martin, Chairman of the
Federal Reserve Board, came out a few
months ago with a WARNING of a com-
ing depression unless we changed our
financial ways. It was downgraded in
the press, “explained away” by offi-
cials. People want to FORGET.

But they will not be able to forget
when the GREAT DEPRESSION OF THE
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1970’s strikes a blow which will NEVER
be forgotten by the American and
British people!

IV. WATCH Loss of Overseas
Bases

Singapore is almost GONE. Panama is
GOING. Vietnam is siphoning off BIL-
LioNs of American tax dollars, zhou-
sands of young lives and draining our
national strength as well as prestige
around the world. All because of a far-
off Korea-type war which officials have
decided in advance NoT TO WIN de-
cisively!

The Spanish are clamoring to kick
Britain ouT of Gibraltar. Other Mediter-
ranean and North African nations are
putting pressure on the United States to
“get out” of their countries and dis-
mantle our military bases or leave fo
then: the BiLLIONS of dollars’ worth of
equipment we have invested in these
bases!

This trend will continze until, in-
deed, “the pride of our power is
BROKEN."

V. WATCH for Drought,
Famine and Pestilence
The worst storms, floods, fires and
carthquakes in history are already RAV-
AGING many areas of America and the
British Commonwealth! Fully HALF of

DPA Photo
West Germany is fast overtaking the U. S. in widely diversified international
trade and will soon be number one.

b
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all hospital beds are now occupied by R e R
men and women suffering from mental T i wu-:':j*:xf‘:;jﬁ::‘: e
disturbances.

Notice Amos’ prophecy for our peo- -
ple—modern Israel: “And T also have | = | o

given you cleanness of teeth [famine!}
in all your cities, and want of bread
in all your places: yet have ye not re-
turned unto me, saith the Lord. And
also I have withholden the rain from
you, when there were yet three months
to the harvest: and I cansed it to vain
upon one city, and cansed it NOT fo
rain  npon another city...” (Amos
4:6-7).

Here we find described Froobps in
some areas and DROUGHT in others—
farmers “trucking” water from place to

Y=g © Ambassador College
place as they are already beginning to Forest fires are incredsingly ravaging drought-stricken areas.
do in vast areas of Australia and in

L .

: STl o v i) e e TR - R 7
parts of America! B - S mle s en PEEETRLT e  S
: ] : el el ERERR e e L P EUE S

Concurrfent with these mncreasing e T:%’:&: e e

. . = o aE ”ﬁi“:$.‘¢ﬁ‘,@ﬁa.ﬁﬁa-ﬂ$»a:ﬁa:iﬁ e o Doglin &

dfoughts, fam[nCS, forest f”'es and o o e ey “ﬁﬁ:‘ﬂ@b::ﬁaa»$‘ g e o

carthquakes, will be terrible DISEASE
EPIDEMICS unprecedented in modern
Western civilization! These will be L
brought on, in part, by the industrial
waste which is poured into our waters,
the smog taken into our lungs, the poi-
son presetvatives put into our food and
drink, and even the sse of drugs in
medical practice.

A Canadian newspaper recently re-
ported: “Far from being rare, adverse ;";i:
. + : =
drag reactions may be EPIDEMIC” (from i
. B “_ o
the Kitchener-Waterloo Record, October - Wﬁgﬁg%i&gg - aor . ) -
28, 1965). Bob Taylor Photo
Man himself will bring on dis- Crop failures now occur where they never occurred before.
ease epidemics for which there is NO ; o —— .

CcURE! (Seec photos, next page.)
So says God's Word! Most of you
will live to SEE this happen!

VI. WATCH Germany, Italy
and France

As we have been warning for nearly
a third of the century, a final revival g p
of the Roman Empire is destined soon il . s
to take place in Europe! The “Holy :
Roman Empire” of the Middle Ages was
always based on the European Conti-
nent and included part or most of the
major nations there.

Bible prophecy certainly indicates
that Germany and Italy will again be the
“backbone” of this coming Eutopean
union. Prophetic hints—and current

Wide World Photo
Seismologists predict that more and bigger earthquakes are coming.



22

events—indicate that France may also
play a major part.

The three above-mentioned nations—
already the leading members of the
Common Market—are destined, despite
De Gaulle, to become the bulwark of a
United States of Europe. Together with
seven other European nations, they will
comprise a federation of nations with
combined population, wealth, and re-
sources FAR IN EXCESS of that possessed
by either the United States or Britain!

Though aided by BiLLIONS of Ameri-
can tax dollars since World War II,
France and West Germany ate already
becoming very independent. Charles de
Gaulle has certainly shown no great love
for Anglo-Saxons!

The big factor to watch, of course, is
a rearmed, re-Nazified GERMANY! The
PLAIN TrUTH has warned for decades
that Fascism would again revive there
and be used as God's battle-ax to
punish America and Britain if we don’t
REPENT,

Even now, American and British
newspapers report that Franz Josef
Strauss, former West German Defense
Minister, is threatening that if Germany
is not allowed participation in muclear
weapons development and use, a new
"Fiihrer-type” dictator would appeat
who “would promise and probably also
acquire nuclear weapons™ !

Just at the time of his winning the
most significant victory in the recent
West German election, Strauss released
his book entitled The Grand Design.
In it, this strong-willed, bull-necked
German leader proposes a United States
of Europe as a third and nuclear deter-
rent force though, he now says, allied
with America.

As LIFE magazine for October 1 re-
ported: “Strauss sees a gradual release
of U.S. troops from Europe and gener-
ously proposed that, if needed, Ais
super-Enrope could lend soldiers to
HELP GUARD AMERICA”! [Emphasis
ours. }

When will we WAKE up?

VII. WATCH Exactly Ten
Nations Unite Church and
State in Europe

Exactly and specifically TEN nations
—or groups of nations, like the Benelux
(Continued on page 32)
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WATCH RISE IN SICKNESS

Wiée World Photo
Want to breathe the polluted air of today’s big cities?
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I Wide Worl Pho!o
And how about fishing along this stream?



COMING SOON —

A UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE

WHY are there so many languages in the world today? WHY
not just one common tongue? WHEN and where did mankind
become multilingual? WHAT brought about this diversity of
languages? WILL the world ever have a universal language?

oDAY's world is a divided world
—in its politics, religion, ideol-
ogies and in its social order. It is
also hopelessly divided by uncounted
languages and dialects.
Why?

Thousands of Languages

According to the Encyclopedia Amer-
icana there are about 3,000 to 4,000
languages in the world today.

The Encyclopaedia Britannica says
there are anywhere from 2,500 to 5,000
languages in the world.

The truth is, nobody really knows
how many languages and dialects there
are in the world. All are agreed, how-
ever, there are at least a few thousand
languages spoken by the earth's inhabi-
tants.

Scores of languages (dialects) are
spoken in China. India has 845 dis-
tinct languages and dialects.” The USSR,
112 different languages. And in West
Africa approximately 60 million natives
speak over 400 languages. Perhaps that
explains why Ghana has made English
its official tongue.

Each of these nations whose peoples
speak different languages or dialects are
seriously handicapped—even  greatly
weakened—by their multi-language cul-
ture.

One of the chief reasons for Britain’s
and America’s strength is found in their
one language. They have been united in
a common tongue—the English lan-
guage!

Fach year, countless billions of dol-
lars are spent in studying foreign lan-
guages, in translating millions of books,
articles, periodicals and other reading
material, and in overcoming innumer-
able misunderstandings—all brought
about through language barriers!

by Raymond F. McNair

Inventors have tried to construct

translating machines to overcome the
language-barrier difficulties—but all to
no avail! The idea is to make a machine
which will automatically translate ma-
terial (fed into it in the form of the

%ngm:miamaam We#m@
Part of a Syro-Chinese text of «
Nestorian Inscription. The Chinese
language is a problem even for the
Chinese.

A song in Kalmuck, one of the 112
languages in the USSR. The Mon-
gol Kalmucks live in the grasslands
around the Yolga River.

spoken or written word) from one lan-
guage to another!

One such machine is reported to have
translated the English proverb, "Out of
sight, out of mind” from English into
the German equivalent of
idiot!”

“Invisible

Needed—a World Language!

Anyone who has traveled extensively
in the world has experienced the utter
frustration caused by being unable to
communicate with other nationalities
because of a language barrier! Just last
summer, while traveling through ten
countries on the Continent of Europe,
I experienced the language barrier. The
language barrier can be embarrassing at
times, It can also be very exasperating!

My wife and I and two of
our friends stopped to eat breakfast in
a small cafe in Northern Italy. It so
happened that none of us spoke Ital-
ian, and the Italians at this cafe spoke
not a word of English.

Did you ever try ordering breakfast
from a foreigner who didn’t understand
a word you said? Well, just try it some
time and see how difficult it is!

We tried to convey to these Italians
that we wanted toast, eggs, butter,
honey, milk and coffee.

Believe me, it was a most difficult
task to get those Italians to understand
just good, plain English! We resorted
to the international language of ges-
tures, and I think we even drew pic-
tures to try to get across our meaning.
Repeatedly, the Ttalian waiter would dis-
appear into the kitchen and bring out
another item of food—only to have us
shake our heads, thereby showing him

(Continued on page 26—
pictures on next two pages.)
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Courtesy: Cairo Museu, Cairo, Egypt
Hieroglyphic writing from the tomb of prince Sarenput, during

Egypt’s twelfth dynasty—the period of the Biblical Patriarchs.
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Courfesy Archaeological Museum, Tehran
A ‘cuneiform trilingual gold tablet of King Darius, in Old Persian,
Elamite and Babylonian languages.
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Courtesy: Tokyo Food Co., Pasadena.
A grocery store placard in Japanese.

,DL,,L_O:’ g,-nu'nb\-uéuba[w]flun\»v_,e-e\aim o\.‘.,ulgg,,.we, wm.m“.;:ﬁ W
- it Juridle ||

20300 ollol) I sl Coluns iy e b bt Vs 5.5 2 -nﬁéiﬂ?u ;

Ry “

o nE= d«-g,ul! -,ﬁ[yw@l.,;l.ulla mj%wngh&&pﬁww ﬂ’wiv

e st 0L 5

"%“M.F}“'-\-'w'-—z»d—ﬂaﬂ d%agﬁ-ﬁ-r"""’"”“""‘ M

nuci’ .

Two pages from the Polygl

ot Bible, written in six langu

MAN’S PROBLEM 0

o8 Adyd ail o el

o 3 | oL |
3y ging tm TWalde 2 iF O P* ,—37‘5;”
& e ividy Hin, ol ) Sl L) Cads
Unb nichtd ju fudjen e ST sy ngal 3o
Das war mein Sirm. == =

Gefunden.

3m Gdatten fafy idy
Gm Bllimdyen ftehn,
Wie Sterne leudytend,
Bie Heuglein {don.

08l JT 31 s 2te aed

LS

Sl ObLo 03 OV

Jd) wollt’ ¢8 bredyen,
Da fagt' e8 fein:
Goll id) gum Welten
Gebroden feyn?

| jl.iba.'v alidly 05 A5ST
el _)aJ.L 0> ;...)l Olewss
J“\’ 5 S .JA,.LS

M Sl s N 518 N s

O grub’s mit allen
Den Wilralein aus,
Bum Garten trug idy'é

Am blibfden Haus. Sl 4G e b

Syous” )r)\ T ot T Sy
J; Sy g dil s aels
sz Sl 5ol ._r“’ A

b pflant’ e8 wieber
Am ftillen Ort;
Run gweigt 8 immer
Und bliibt fo fort.

German and Turkish poetry writ-
ten in Gothic and Arabic scripts.

PARADIGMS
Qal
Active Qal Stative

Perfect. |
Sing. 3 m. op 17

3. moup o

2m. | TooR kg

24 nhup | D32 R

re wop | AT | mER
Plur. 3¢ Wop 132 wp

2m. ‘ > |onwp |

24 %R,

3 ubj |

re ubp !
Tmperiect. B
Sing. 3 m. bbp

3t Yopn

2 m. Sopn X

21 2opn P

1c. Sbpy
Plur. 3 m. Hopy

34 mopn

2m. "7‘-,7RB

28 |mbbp R

e } b 23

1 or PR 2.

A Hebrew verb conjug
for beginners.
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ages: Greek, Syriac, Persian, Latin, Arabic, Ethiopic.
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A recipe for roast chicken in
India’s 14 leading languages.
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Malayalam, one of

Courtesy: Museum ofi;le Arts, Boston
Ancient hieratic script and hieroglyphs (above) from an Egyptian
tomb.

Opretholdelsen af Ro og Orden i Landet og at virke for Befolk-
ningens korrekte, vardige og loyale Optraden over for alle, som
har en Myndighed at udeve. En heldig Gennemforelse af denne
Opgave er af fundamental og afgerende Betydning for, at det skal
kunne lykkes at fore Danmark frelst gennem disse Ufredstider og
bevare vore nationale Vzrdier.

Men dette kan kun opnaas ved et godt og nabovenligt Forhold
til den tyske Nation. At fremme og udvikle Samarbejdet til gensidig
Gavn og Nytte vil vedblivende vare den danske Regering magt-
paaliggende.

Onsket om at holde Danmark uden for de store Staters Kampe
har gennem Menneskealdre veeret bestemmende for vor Politik.
Denne vor traditionelle Politik lykkedes det os at gennemfore under
Verdenskrigen 1914—1918 og heller ikke i det nuvzrende store
Vaabenopger staar vi som Deltager.

Vi kan dog ikke holde os ligegyldige over for dette, thi i Kam-
pen mod Kommunismen drejer det sig om en falles europzisk In-
teresse, der berorer alle Lande paa Kontinentet. For saa vidt angaar
Forholdsregler mod Kommunismen paa vort eget Territorium er den
politiske Linie fastlagt ved Loven af 22. Aug. 1941, og Danmarks
Tiltreden af Antikominternpagten. Den Linie vil fortsat blive fulgt.

Paa det okonomiske Omraade er det positive Maal for den Ud-
vikling, Europas Lande nu er inde i, at opnaa en fornuftig Sam-
virken mellem Landene under Hensyn til de enkelte Staters okono-
miske Forhold.

Tyskland indtager her den centrale Stilling. Danmark har vist
sin Villighed til at medvirke til Losning af de praktiske Opgaver,
der her melder sig, og er fremdeles rede til at deltage i et loyalt
og positivt Samarbejde paa dette Omraade.

Takket vaere dels Beszttelsesmagtens hensynsfulde Optreden, dels
Befolkningens Besindighed og Forstaaelse af Tidens Vanskeligheder
er det lykkedes at gennemfere denne Linie, som blev lagt fast den
9. April 1940, og at komme igennem de to Aar under Forhold, der
har vaeret gunstigere, end det paa Forhaand var at vente. Og selv
om Vanskelighederne i den kommende Tid skerpes, er vi beretti-

A page of Danish history, World War Il period. Note that the
Danes call their nation Danmark, or the Mark of Dan.



26

that it wasn’t what we had “asked”
for.

If T recall correctly, it was not too
difficult to get across to him that we
wanted eggs, milk and some of the
other items. But the sticky one was the
honey! It was only with a great deal
of perseverance, and a certain amount
of ingenuity, that we were at last able
to convey to this Italian what we really
wanted—honey! T think we finally
drew a picture of a bee and a piece of
honeycomb. He finally got the point,
but had to inform us that he didn’t
have any honey. We left him a generous
tip in appreciation for his patient ef-
forts in helping us overcome our lan-
guage difficulty.

Yes, it can be difficult—time con-
suming and very exasperating—trying
to communicate with another when
neither of you understands the other’s

language.
Why So Many Tongues?

Why is the world so hopelessly di-
vided into thousands of languages?
When did the wotld become this way?
And what prevents the world from
devising a world language which could
be adopted by all nations? Or, has this
already been tried—unsuccessfully?

Before we answer these questions, we
must go back over 4,000 years in his-
tory. The time—soon after the Flood.
The races and families of men began
to multiply. One man became especially
ambitious! This despot Nimrod began
to rise above his fellow men and or-
ganize them into city states (Gen,
10:8-11).

How many languages were there at
that time? “And the whole earth was
of ONE LANGUAGE, a#d ONE SPEECH"
(Gen, 11:1) is the answer.

At that point in the history of man-
kind, the various branches of the human
family rebelled against the government
of God. They wanted one world of their
own. "And they said to one another,
Go to, let us make brick, and burn
them thoroughly. And they had brick
for stone, and slime [bitumen]} had
they for morter.

“And they said, Go to, let us build
us a city and a tower, whose top may
reach unto heaven; and let #s make us a
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others—will soon be replaced by a
far less complex alphabet.

name {let us become famous], lest we
be scattered abroad upon the face of
the whole earth” (verses 3, 4).

But—their Creator, the Almighty
God of heaven, saw what man was
about to do. He acted. He confounded
or divided their speech.

Why God Confused Man’s
Speech

But why? The answer is revealed in
verses 6-9: “And the Lord said, Be-
hold, the people is oNE [that is, they
are uniled}, and they have all one
language; and this they begin to do:
and wow NOTHING will be restrained
from them, which they have imagined
to do.

“Go to,” said God, “let us go down,
and there confound their language, that
they may not understand one another’s
speech. So the Lord scattered them
abroad from thence upon the face of all
the earth: and they left off to build
the city.

“Therefore is the name of it called
BABEL; because the Lord did there
CONFOUND the language of all the
earth: and from thence did the Lord
icatter them abroad upon the face of all
the earth.”

Many have read over this account.
Few, however, have really understood
its terrible import!

Why did God object to the people
having one language? And why did He
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not want them to be “one”—that is,
united ?

The Eternal God well understood the
almost unlimited capacity of the human
mind which He himself had created!
God in heaven knew that, if these
rebellious beings remained
united, speaking one language, they
would pool their mental and physical
resources—jfor DESTRUCTIVE puiposes!

human

It was not that God objects to man’s
having one language. He knew, how-
ever, that man wowld, by his accumu-
lated knowledge, utterly destroy the
whole world and all life—if He did
not intervene—and quickly!

So, mercifully, Almighty God in
heaven divinely intervened in the af-
fairs of mankind on this earth! It be-
came necessary for God to step in and
confound or confuse man’s language so
that the different families (which were
later to become tribes and nations)
would become hopelessly confused and
divided among themselves. They would
not, then, be able to combine their
scientific and technological knowledge.
Had the Creator not intervened and
confounded man’s language at the
Tower of Babel, men would have raced
along in the acquisition of scientific
knowledge. Mankind  would un-
doubtedly have advanced in scientific
and technological knowledge to such a
degree that the nations would have dis-
covered how to use the atom even
before the time of Christ.

God Almighty, however, ordained
that He would let man follow his own
codes of ethics, devise his own human
politics and governments, establish his
own forms of religion, and in general,
go his own way for 6,000 years. After
which, God would send Jesus Christ to
this earth to rescue mankind from the
brink of world suicide, and show man
how to live a life of happiness, of
accomplishment, of peace and pros-
perity.

That divine act put an end to man-
kind's “one"” language. Man’s unified
efforts to build the Tower of Babel
was the signal for Almighty God to
intervene and separate races and fami-
lies by giving each race and family the
language which the Creator wanted that
particular people to speak. The races
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and  nations have rvemained divided
linguistically ever since!

Now let us see how mankind began,
in the latter part of the 19th Century,
to try to undo God's wotk of con-
founding the language at Babel.

Esperanto and Other World
Languages

Johann Martin Schleyer, a German
Roman Catholic clergyman and lin-
guistic scholar, invented a universal
language, called Volapiik. He pub-
lished Volapik in 1880. This world
language was based “partly on Eng-
lish,” but alas, it had many inconsisten-
cies and weaknesses and so its adherents
gave it up as a bad language. It was
rejected !

In 1887, a Russian Jew, Lazarus
Ludwig Zamenhof ("Dr. Esperanto™)
published his now-famous work, Es-
peranto. This artificially created lan-
guage was a mixture of Continental
European languages—included strong
elements of Latin, Italian, French, Ger-
man, English, Slavic; it has been re-
ferred to as “bad Italian.”

Many will be surprised to learn that
Esperanto is spoken or read by about
one and one-half million people!

“By 1950, the Esperantists could
point to 5,000 published books and a
number of journals. Short-wave news
broadcasts in Esperanto averaged 150 a
month. Theirs was the only constructed
language which had a worldwide body
of living speakers (about 1,500,000),
was being taught in more than 600
schools by 7,000 teachers and was being
used widely in international gather-
ings” (Ency. Britannica, 1960 ed., art.
“Universal Language™).

The Third Assembly of the League
of Nations, in 1922, even went so far
as to endorse Esperanto.

During World Wars T and II, Es-
peranto was used for political propa-
ganda and underground activities. It
was employed by the Red Cross and in
the prisoner-of-war camps.

Many radio stations in Europe and
America have broadcast in Esperanto.

But Esperanto, too, was weighed in
the balance and found wanting. It has
not proven to be the language which
the world was looking for. Others too
have been devised and failed—Inter-
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lingua, Gloria, Ido, Langune Bleue,
Novial, Udiom Neutral,

Some have advocated taking a “liv-
ing” language such as English, French,
Spanish, German or Russian and making
that into an international language.

This would never work! Nationalis-
tic jealousies and rivalries would doom
such an attempt to utter failure.

But, believe it or not, a world lan-
guage—a universal tongue—is coming,
and soon!

God Uses Different Languages

It is common knowledge that the
Old Testament Scriptures were inspired
in the Hebrew language, with a few
fragmentary portions being written in
Aramaic.

Though the Hebrew language is ex-
pressive in many respects, yet it has its
limitations. It was not the tongue
which Almighty God wanted to use as
the tool through which He would re-
veal to mankind the mystery of the
Kingdom of God, the Gospel or Good
News of His soon-coming Kingdom!

Greek became the New Testament
language God chose through which He
revealed the Good News of His King-
dom to the world.

God had allowed Alexander the Great
to spread the Greek language and cul-
ture over much of the known world in
the centuries immediately preceding the
birth of Jesus Christ. The Greek lan-
guage had taken deep root by the time
Christ and the apostles began their
ministry. The New Testament was not
only written in Greek, but much of the
preaching of the apostles was done in
that language.

But, even the Greek language had its
shortcomings.

Then God Chose English!

Strange as it may seem, Almighty
God raised up the English language as
His chief instrument through which He
would publish and proclaim the Good
News of His soon-coming Kingdom to
most of the world—at the close of this
age!

But why English?

English is today the world's number
one language.

“English is currently the world's
most irresistible language . . . flexible,
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expressive and relatively simple, Eng-
lish is circling the planet at a pheno-
menal rate.

“Spoken as first language by 250
million people and as a second lan-
guage by hundreds of millions more,
widely dispersed English is becoming
the wniversal tongue of trade, diplo-
macy, science and scholarship. Pilots of
all nations use it for airways communi-
cation. ... In emerging Asia and Afri-
ca, polyglot people take up English as
the only way to comprehend their
neighbours. The Chinese Communists
speak English in propaganda broadcasts
to East Africa. The Russians use it in
broadcasts to the Far East....” (Time,
Nov. 29, 1963.)

Over 609 of all the world's radio
progtammes are broadcast in English,
and over 70% of the world's mail is
written and addressed in the English
language.

One can travel into any part of the
world and nearly always find someone
who can speak English. English is be-
ing taught in many schools, colleges
and universities throughout virtually
every nation on earth.

India’s Lesson

India received her independence
from Britain in 1947. In 1950, Nehru's
Central Government proclaimed that
Hindi would be the official language
of India from that time forward. This
transition from English to Hindi was
to have been completed by 1965. But
innumerable snags were encountered by
the Indian Government in its drive to
make Hindi the official language of
India.

English has been the common lan-
guage of the educated Indians for over
a century. About 13 million upper-class
Indians (3% ) speak English fluently. If
English were to be completely abolished
in India, chaos would certainly follow!

“Finally the so-called ‘Save Hindi’
Campaign was called off. The an-
nouncement, was pub-
lished in English. In Parliament, Prime
Minister Nehru declared that for an in-
definite period English would continue
official language.’
While Hindus listened in silence and
non-Hindi-speaking legislators cheered,

significantly,

as an ‘associate
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Nehru termed Ewnglish ‘the major wiN-
DOW for us to the outside world.

" "We dare not close that window,’
he said. ‘And if we do, it will spell
peril to our future.”” (Life, Feb. 12,
1962.)

The French language used to be the
international language of diplomacy,
but English has now generally re-
placed it. English is the number one
language used in the United Nations.
About 53 member states receive regular
transcripts of speeches and proceedings
in English as compared with twenty-
seven which request drafts in the
French language.

Only 65 million people now speak
French as a first language; “less than
one-fourth of the UN.'s 111 member
nations still use it in debates” (Time,
Nov. 29, 1963).

It is interesting to note that multi-
dialect Chinese is spoken by more
people (about 600 million) as a pri-
mary language than any other tongue.
But the myriads of Chinese dialects
make it impossible for many of the
Chinese to clearly understand one an-
other’s speech.

In all, abowt 850,000,000 to 900,
000,000 (neatly a billion) people either
read, speak or wunderstand English!
Those who speak English cover about
one-quarter of the globe.

Not only is English written, broad-
cast, spoken and understood on every
continent, but it has come to be the
lingua framea, the International lan-
guage of diplomacy, scholarship, sci-
ence, commerce and sport. Despite the
political ferment in Arab lands of the
Middle East, English continues to be
the number one language. In spite of
Egyptian animosity toward America
and Britain, Cairo’s Egyptian Gazette
recently declared: “English is not the
property of capitalist Americans, but of
all the world.”

The Gospel in English

Now one can clearly see why God
has chosen the English language as the
number one language through which
He would reach the inhabitants of the
earth with His Good News in this end-
time age!

Through The WoRLD TOMORROW
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broadcast and The PLAIN TRUTH maga-
zine, wearly 30 million people (nearly
L out of 10 of all the English-speaking
peoples) are now being reached each
week with the true Gospel of [esus
Christ! (This very Work of Ged is also
proclaiming the Good News of God'’s
Kingdom in German, French and Span-
ishl)

English is a fairly easy language to
learn. Its grammar is simple; it is a very
versatile tongue.

It is the most expressive language in
the world. The Romance languages—
Latin, French, Spanish and Ttalian—are
very good for expressing human emo-
tions and feelings. The German lan-
guage is good for science—and giving
commands! But the English language
is an all-purpose language.

One of the reasons for this is the
simple fact that the English language
contains words from many languages.
It is derived from Hebrew, Sanskrit,
Greek, Latin, German, French, Italian,
as well as miscellaneous elements of
Russian, Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic
and American Indian and other tongues.
This gives English a somewhat inter-
national flavour and appeal. Tt has been
called “a concentration of many lan-
guages.”

Though English is easy to learn, is
versatile and expressive—yet it, too, has
its weaknesses, inconsistencies and lim-
itations! It is one of the world's most
difficdt languages to spell correctly.

A World Language Coming—

Soon!

A world language is coming soon!
The whole earth will soon be united
In one common tongue—in peace and
harmony.

Many Bible prophecies show that
God will send His Son, Jesus Christ,
back to this carth before the close of
this 20th Century—this time to prevent
mankind from annihilating himself
(see Mat. 24:21-22; Dan. 12:1 and Jer.
30:7).

Micah 4 and Isaiah 11 vividly pic-
ture the time when the Kingdom of
God will be established on this earth.
This will be an era of unparalleled
peace, happiness and prosperity! Jesus
Christ will rule the earth for 1,000
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years—one full Millennium of world-
wide, Utopian blessings on this earth.

One of the great blessings which
Almighty God will again grant to all
nations during this 1,000-year rule of
Christ will be a universal, worldwide
language! This is clearly revealed in
the third chapter of Zephaniah.

Notice this prophecy. God will
“gather the nations” and “assemble the
kingdoms,” to pour out upon them His
“fierce anger’"—because of their sins
(Zeph. 3:8)! This prophecy is un-
mistakably clear. It refers to the same
time as is portrayed in Zechariah 14
and Revelation 19—the time when all
nations will gather to fight against
Jesus Christ—at His second coming!
They do not want any divine authority
over them. What does the victorious
Christ do? Here is the answer, in
Zephaniah 3.

The time setting for Zephaniah 3:9
is millennial! God solemnly promises,
“Foy then will 1 turn to the people
A PURE LANGUAGE, that they may ALL
call upon the name of the Lord, io
serve Him with ONE consent.” Yes,
God Almighty is going to give all
nations “a pure language” so that they
may “‘all” call upon His name and serve
Him in unity of purpose.

At that time, the earth shall no
longer be in a state of confusion. The
world will not continue to be divided
by thousands of languages. It will not
be hampered by a Babylon of tongues.
God will establish a pure, simple to
learn, and effective language over the
whole earth.

What language will God establish
during the 1,000-year rule of the King-
dom of God upon the earth? The Scrip-
tures do mnot directly reveal which
tongue will become the universal, “pure
language”! We'll have to wait and see!
But it may well be based on English.
For after all, God used Hebrew and
Greek when each was an international
tongue. Today it is English. But that
will not mean that a knowledge of
Greek and Hebrew will disappear!

But this we do know—it will be a
“pure” language—not one filled with
names of pagan gods and goddesses,
and foolish superstitions—nor vulgar
expressions, The names of the days of
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the week, the months of the year, and
of the pagan holidays, which masquer-
ade as "Christian,” will disappear. No
more goddess of /wck—no more Thor's
day (Thursday)—no more Gemini
space shots, etc. etc.

Through the instrumentality of a
pure language—a universal, world
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language—God will at last unite all
nations under His Utopian rule! But
not until the nations first repent of
their sins!

Thank God, the veritable babble of
thousands of languages is destined to
vanish from the earth—in the very
near future!

THE BIBLE ANSWERS

Stornt 2Luwesitions

FROM OUR READERS

HERE are the Bible answers to

questions which can be answered briefly in a short space. Send in your
guestions. While we cannot promise that all questions will find space
for answer in this department, we shall try to answer all that are vital
and in the general interest of our readers.

® A new book, The Passover
Plot, suggests that Jesus, mis-
takenly believing Himself to be
the promised Messiah, schemed
throughout His life to manipulate
people so that the Old Testament
prophecies would be fulfilled.
According to the book, Jesus
planned to feign His death and
resurrection. But, the plan went
awry, and He died in the tomb
from the spear wound in His
side. The author claims to arrive
at these conclusions after forty
years of research. Would you
comment on this?

Howard A., Gary, Indiana

Nearly three thousand years ago,
Solomon wrote, “Of making many
books there is no end,” (Eccl. 12:12).
Human beings just love to “hear some
new thing” (Acts 17:21). Whether
that which they discuss is true or not
doesn't seem to matter much. That is
the case with the book you mentioned!

In the first place, it is quite a feat
for an unborn baby to “conspire” to
be born of a wvirgin (Isa. 7:14); in
the city of Bethlehem (Micah 5:2); of
the lineage of David (Isa. 11:1, 10); at
the precise moment which would fulfill
the requirements of the prophecy in

Daniel 9:24-27—which reveals the ex-
act time the Messiah would first ap-
pear!

Now, immediately after His birth,
the baby Jesus would have had to “con-
spire” to have Herod kill the children of
Bethlehem (Mat. 2:17-18) to fulfill the
prophecy in Jererniah 31:15. (Rachel—
for those who read Jer. 31:15—was
buried at Bethlehem, Gen. 35:19-20.)

Then, the infant would have had to
“conspire” with His patents to take
Him to Egypt and then bring Him
back to fulfill the prophecy of Hosea
11:1 (Mat. 2:15). Then the family
had to journey to Nazareth to fulfill
the spoken prophecy that the Messiah
would dwell there (Mat. 2:23).

From the foregoing, it should be
abundantly clear that what the author
contends is impossible! But, much more
would be required!

Christ would have had to bribe John
the Baptist to come and preach for a
while and baptize Him (Mal. 3:1).
Think of all the people He would have
had to bribe to support the miracles
of feeding four and five thousand peo-
ple! And what of all the healings and
even raising the dead?

Did Christ so perfectly counterfeit
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the hundreds of miracles that He
fooled all the huge crowds of people
into following Him? Certainly those
He healed and raised from the dead
knew He wasn’t a fake!

How about the events of crucifixion
week? Did Christ conspire with Judas
to go to the officials and talk them into
paying exactly 30 picces of silver for
the betrayal to fulfill the prophecy
(Mat. 27:9-10; Zechariah 11:12-13;
Ps. 41:9)?

Did He persuade Judas to take the
silver back to the priests and then hang
himself; then hire the chief priests to
use the money to buy the potter’s field
to bury Judas to fulfill the latter part
of Zechariah 11:13? How did Christ
do thir while He was lying dead in
His tomb?

Did Christ conspire to have two
malefactors crucified at the same time as
He, to fulfill Isaiah 53:12 *...and He
was numbered with transgressors...”
(Luke 22:37)?

Did He also conspire with the rich
man to bury Him in His own new
tomb (Isa. 53:9)? Did He conspire
with the soldiers to cast Iots for His
clothing (Ps. 22:18; John 19:24) ? Did
He deliberately have them pierce His
side and nail His hands and feet to the
stake (Zech. 12:10; Ps. 22:16)? The
author claims Jesus bungled that one
and finally died of the wound!

Did He hire dead saints to rise and
walk into Jerusalem and appear to
“many” (Mat. 27:52-53)? Did Christ
hire someone to rip the curtain in the
temple as He died? Did He somehow
cause a period of darkness, thunder,
and earthquakes (Mat. 27:45, 51)?

Did Christ fool His own disciples
into thinking He had risen and was
alive in heaven to such an extent that
they willingly carried His message to
the world and gave their own lives do-
ing it?

Was it so convincing that even a
company of the priests believed the
story (Acts 6:7) ? Remember that these
same priests had taken great precautions
against anyone stealing the body (Mat.
27:62-66) !

Are all the miracles of the book of
Acts tricks too? Did Christ—now dead,
or so the writer claims—then plot with
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the Roman government to destroy Jeru-
salem and the temple thirty-nine years
after His own death (Mat. 24:1-2)?

What kind of imagination worked
forty years to come to the conclusion
that all this could have been a massive
plot—the greatest trick in history? You
answer that!

If all these things were a trick, Christ
would have had 1o bribe nearly every-
one in that whole nation and in Rome
also! Where did He get all that money?
He didn’t get it by building houses in
Nazareth! These things were not done
in a corner, but publicly, in full view
of all, and all knew it was genuine
(Acts 26:25-28).

Who could possibly believe such a
preposterous book! Probably not even
its own author!

But let us not forget—]Jesus did know
He was the Christ! He voluntarily gave
His life up to the Jews and Romans to
pay for the sins of the whole world.
He was raised from the dead and lives
today at God’s right hand ruling the

universe.

@ Is it true that many American
colonists refused to keep Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day because
both were derived from pagan-
ism?

EXE

Not only did most American colonists
reject the pagan customs of observing
Christmas and New Year’s, but so did
the KING oF ENGLAND!

Here are the facts of history!

During the 16th century Henry VIIT
of England abolished the observance of
Christmas with its attendant revelry. In
1542, the licentious customs of pagan-
ism were still firmly welded to Decem-
ber 25. After criticism from his coun-
sellors over the disorders during the
Christmas season, Henry proscribed the
festival for TWELVE vEARs! It was re-
stored in 1554, after Mary Queen of
Scots—a zealous Roman Catholic—took
control.

In his authoritative book, Swrvivals
of Roman Religion, Gordon Laing re-
ports, “Apparently the compromise
made by the early Church in adapting
the customs of Saturnalia [Roman solar
festival] to Christian practice had little
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or no effect in checking the license of
the festival. This continued through the
whole Christmas season and sometimes
lasted till the day of Epiphany (Janu-
ary 6)” (page 65, emphasis ours).

In order to escape religious bigotry,
oppression and persecution, many were
forced to escape England and settle in
the New World.

Francis X. Weiser comments: ‘‘In the
colonies of New England, however, the
unfortunate and misdirected zeal of the
Puritans against Christmas persisted far
into the nineteenth century. . . .”
(Handbook of Christian Feasts and
Customs, page 65.)

Then how did Christmas become the
biggest, most expensive holiday in the
world ?

Again Weiser puts his finger on the
source of Christmas customs in the
New World when he writes, “It was
not until immigrants from Ireland and
from continental Europe arrived in
large numbers toward the middle of
the last century that Christmas in
America began to flourish. The Germans
brought the Christmas tree” (page 67).

It was the Roman Catholics of
southern Ireland and German Protestants
and Catholics who finally overbalanced
the Puritan objection to Christmas and
New Year's observance.

The Puritans were not the only group
to recognize Christmas as BAPTIZED
PAGANISM !

Today, professing Christians openly
acknowledge the pagan origin of these
seasonal festivals. See any Encyclopedia,
article “Christmas.” Most think 1T
DOESN'T MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE where
Xmas or New Year's came from.

Don’t You make that mistake!

Write immediately for our free book-
let, The PraN TRUTH About Chirist-
may! and the free article, “The Truth
About NEw YEar’s!” for more infor-
mation (see inside front cover for ad-
dresses).

@ 5 ic an right for a Christian
man to wear long hair? Didn't
Jesus wear long hair?

R. G.

Christ did not look like a beatnik
or a beatle!
Both the Bible and secular history
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prove this statement. “"Doth not even
nature itself teach yom, that, if a man
have long hair, it is 4 SHAME anto
him?" (1 Corinthians 11:14.)

The only Biblical exception to this
was the unique Nazarite vow (Num,
6). But, Christ was #of under this vow
at any time during His life. One under
this vow was forbidden to drink wine
(Num. 6:3), yet Jesus Himself stated
that He drank wine (Mat. 11:19).

One under the Nazarite vow was also
prohibited from touching a dead body
(Num. 6:6-9). But, Christ did touch
dead bodies (Luke 7:12-15; 8:49-56).

Also, the fact that Judas had to kiss
Jesus in order to point Him out in the
crowd showed that Christ was dressed
and looked like any ordinary man
(Mat. 26:48-49).

Why do modern pictures depict
Christ as a sissy, effeminate, long-
haired character?

Dr. Farrar, in his authoritative book
entitled The Life of Christ as Repre-
sented in Art, tells us that the earliest
pictures of Christ, drawn by professing
Christians from word of mouth descrip-
tions, did nof show Him with either a
beard or long hair.

Dr. Farrar says: “"He [Christ] is
almost invariably [represented as be-
ing} boyish and beardless. .. His hair
i5 SHORT (page 43).

Furthermore, Fatrar reports that
“during the first fowr bundred years
[after Christ's birthl] there is probably
no representation of Christ as bearded,
or a5 d worn and weary sufferer” (page
52).

The world today assumes that Christ
looked like a beat dog, a degenerate,
long-haired, effeminate person. Why
haven't you heard the truth about your
LIVING SAVIOR who was, in reality, a
clean, robust, shori-haired, compassion-
ate, and dynramic man?

It's high time you knew the TRUTH
about what Christ really looked like!
Write now for our free, full-length
article entitled “Is it Wrong to Have
PICTURES of Christ?” It's chuck-full of
vital facts and quotes you need. Under-
stand how the REAL Christ looked and
what God says about the false pictures
that most people assume represent
Christ!
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What our
READERS SAY

(Continued from inside front cover)

Armstrong did yead the article and gave
her suggestions before we printed il.

“Tt has been some time since I've
been riled up enough to bother to
write a letter concerning an article, but
‘yours' takes the cake! It can’t be ‘for
real!" Never have I ever read anything
quite like it! T realize that different
times these articles are written com-
pletely against women, and completely
for men! Oh yes, it’s all sweetness and
flowers (for the men), It is so sicken-
ing to read such ‘tripe’ where women
are told to be sweet, forgiving, servile
and patient at all times to the hus-
band. Nothing about the weary, work-
worn, justifiably irritated, tired 'little
women'—of whom I know many—and
I know of many of these hateful, self-
ish men who please themselves ar all
times! Never take their wives out, ex-
pect them to work 7 days without ever
taking them out or giving them a break
in any way...Don't be a stupid, un-
realistic 'lunkhead.” Surely you can't
have a wife?”

Mrs. L. P., Port Hope, Ontario

Canada
o Mys. P, have you ever tried fo

smile?

A Nigerian Speaks

"I cannot resist the temptation of
praising you and the editorial staff of
The PLaIN TRUTH. Never in my life-
time have I ever seen such a gesture of
abundant good will—that I can have
to read every month an attractive maga-
zine filled with interesting pages of
world happenings.” Reider

Nigeria, Africa
o Thanks, but wait till you see the next
issue—full color inside!

...in a Dentist’s Office

"I read your magazine last week for
the first time while sitting in the den-
tist’s office. I was only able to read one
article, but I really enjoyed the little I
read. I would be interested in receiving
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this magazine and would appreciate ad-
vice as to how to obtain this monthly.”

Mrs. S, E., East Orange,
New Jersey
No Fairy Tales

... I was surprised to find that your
magazine, unlike any other religious
magazines, presents truth to its readers
and not ‘airy fairy’ ideals. The PLAIN
TRUTH is 4 magazine which I can use to
help myself and others throughout my
daily life, and it provides me with
answets and a reason for being a Chris-
tian. T can relate religion with living,
from reading The PraiN TRUTH and
now, for me at least, religion is not kept
for the 'butt’ end of the week, but is
used day by day.”

Subscriber, Liverpool, England

Starting in Time

“I have read what you said about the
younger generation. It is certainly true.
I'll admit that I'm a lot like that, al-
though T don't commit serious crimes
that call for court hearings, but you
have showed me where I was wrong.
I know that T should obey my parents
and T'm trying harder. I'm 14 years

old.” Eunetta T., Asheville,
North Carolina

“My mother receives your magazine
every month. Naturally I read it. I am
17 years old and I think this world in
which we live has gone berserk! The
laws of the United States are unbeliev-
able. T don’t see how the human race
has sutvived life itself. My father and
I were arrested for sitting at home,
when a drunk man burst the door down,
beat up my mother and sister and tried
to kill a little baby. I hit this man with
a soft drink bottle and my father shot
a gun over his head to scare him off. I
am underage but the laws of this state
let this man take a warrant out for me.
The laws of this state (incidentally, I
used to respect them) are cheap and
dirty. If you've got money, that's all
it takes to bribe any self-respecting law
officer. T don’t see how any officet
could be cheapened so!”

B. B. ((age 17)
Kings Mountain, North Carolina

o You're wrong—rthe laws are wnsually
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sound and not just “any” law officer
will accept bribes. Dop't ever make the
mistake of disrespecting the LAWS be-
cause of people who break them.

The Bible Story

“I bhave just finished reading “The
Bible Story’ in the latest edition of T/e
PLAIN TrutH. I am a 20-year-old girl
and I would like to tell you and Mr.
Wolverton that out of your whole maga-
zine, I enjoy this feature the most,
although the rest of the magazine is
always very interesting also. Mr. Wol-
verton’s writing and translation into
modern English makes understanding
and learning from the Bible so much
easier,”

D. H., Columbia City, Indiana

“Please cancel my subscription to The
Prainy TruTH immediately. Having ex-
perienced forgiveness and rebirth in
Jesus Christ, I must state sincerely that
your magazine and radio messages de-
viate entirely from the direction T have
witnessed from God, by Jesus Christ
through the Holy Spirit.”

David B. S., La Mesa, California

o Yoau've “experienced” rebivth? Then
you're now @ spivit being? (Jobn 3:6.)

“Your PrLaiN TRUTH is beautiful in
its new color dress but, more important
still is what is between its covers. I look
forward to every edition and still won-
der how you do it. It's a very enlight-
ening and beautifully illustrated maga-
zine. After I read each issue I think to
myself—wish T had the vocabulary to
express my thanks and thoughts about
its contents.”

A. R., Davenport, Iowa

From an Ex-Agnostic
“It was only a week ago that T was
a stubborn agnostic. T happened to lis-
ten to one of your Sunday night ser-
mons and that was all it took. Within
30 minutes you converted me into an
almost 100 percent Christian. Believe
me, I have never heard anyone else
talk quite so well and sound so con-
vincing as you.”
James M. B, Jr.
Upper Montclair, New Jersey
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DPA Photo

Several hundred former SS soldiers have reunion in Rendsburg, top, while
families persecuted by the Nazi regime picket the meeting, center.

e
e

January, 1966

AS 1966 DAWNS

(Continued from page 22)
countries—in less than 8 or 10 years
will unite under a great false religious
system and a super-dictator called pro-
phetically the "Beast.” Whatever their
method, whoever these religious leaders
may be, waATcH this false religion—
masquerading in the name of “Christi-
anity’—rise in power in Europe and
join hands with a coming Hitler-like
dictator! Great DECEIVING MIRACLES are
prophesied to occur (see Rev. 13:14
and Rev. 19:20).

The peoples of Europe will be swep?
off their feet by this coming dictator
and a great false religious leader! This
system will comprise the final revival
of the Roman Empire as revealed in
Revelation 17 and 18 of jour Bible.
The God of heaven will allow this
modern Babylonish system to PUNISH
the American and British Common-
wealth people unless we REPENT of the
wretched sins and perversions wrack-
ing and ruining every stratum of our
society!

That's it. Now you know—and in
specific DETAIL—what lies ahead! Don't
ever say you haven't been warned!

Stwdy and REVIEW these SEVEN MA-
jor PoINTs outlining the conditions
just ahead in the world! Write them
down, if need be. Remember them!

This is a challenge to you if you
are not afraid to face REALITY!

Now you know—in SPECIFIC detail
—what to "warcH” taking place in
world news in fulfillment of Bible
prophecy. These are not “little” things
—they are the HEADLINES from next
year's newspapers, and the next few
years after that! They will affect the
MAJOR NATIONS of our Western
world and your personal life!

You may either HEED this prophetic
warning and begin to seek God in fast-
ing, prayer and study as NEVER BEFORE,
or you may bury your head in the sand
and head straight to your poom !

DPA Photo
A new German test submarine,
made of anti-magnetic steel to
avoid detection by sonar equip-
ment, is launched in Bremen. Some
parts of it are covered for reasons
of secrecy.



Che Bible Story

by Basil Wolverton

CHAPTER EIGHTY-SEVEN

HEATHEN ARE JUDGED

THE triumphant Israelites had pursued part of the Philistine army for several
miles before defeating it. The chase toward Aijalon had required just about all the
failing strength Saul's soldiers could muster.

Unwise Fast—Reckless Feast

Saul’s son Jonathan was surprised when he was told, as he ate a piece of wild
honey, that his father had pronounced a curse on any Israelite soldier who ate any-
thing before evening. (I Samuel 14:20-28.) At the rate the battle was moving, it
would be evening before it was over.

“I have done nothing wrong because I didn’t know of such an order,” Jonathan
explained to the soldier who had seen him eating some honey. “Besides, why should
my father tell his men not to eat when they are so tired and hungry? If escaped Phil-
istines should band together in sufficient numbers to attack us, without food we
wouldn’t have the strength for more fighting. Just that one mouthful of honey has
already caused me to feel stronger.” (I Samuel 14:29-30.)

It was sundown by the time the Israelites quit fighting and dragged into their
camp near Aijalon. The hungry, tired men wasted no time in bathing or resting.
Their main thought was of food, and they rushed into slaughtering and butchering
the animals they had taken from the Philistines. They didn’t even take the time to
properly bleed the carcasses, as God commanded (Leviticus 17:10-13), but tossed
them immediately over fires or into caldrons of boiling water. A few more im-

patient ones even gulped down chunks of raw meat. (I Samuel 14:31-32.)
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Saul's army was so weary and hungry that some of the soldiers
gulped down raw meat while most of the blood was still in if.

When the high priest saw what the soldiers were doing, he was discouraged
that Saul would allow his men to prepare and consume meat in such a careless
manner. He went at once to Saul.

“I have learned that the men were very careful to obey your order not to eat
till evening,” Ahiah pointed out, “but now they are ignoring one of God’s health
laws by gorging themselves with blood-filled meat!”

Saul immediately ordered the soldiers to come to attention and listen to him.

“You have done wrong by not properly bleeding the animals you have slaugh-
tered,” he told them. “Cease the slaughtering. Bring a large stone here to the center
of the camp for an altar.”

As soon as the stone was laboriously dragged in, Saul spoke again to the sol-
diers.

“From now on this evening all animals that are to be used for food must be
killed and properly bled at this spot. I don't want to hear of anyone else eating
meat that isn’t rightly prepared.” (I Samuel 14:33-35.)

Much more meat was prepared for eating that night, but only according to
God's instructions. (Leviticus 3:17; Deuteronomy 12:23-25.) Saul’s little army
didn’t require a huge amount of food, but Israelites who had been freed from the

January, 1966
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Philistines kept pouring into the camp to ask for something to eat.

Hoping to please God, Saul gave orders that a complete altar should later be
erected at the spot where the stone was. It isn't recorded whether or not he sought
Samuel’s or Ahiah’s advice in this matter.

No Answer This Time

Later, when the soldiers were refreshed and rested, Saul felt that the Israelites
should seck out and destroy the Philistine troops who had hidden or escaped.

“Now that we have taken from the enemy all the metal weapons that we could
carry,” Saul asked his officers, “don't you think it would be wise to mop up the
scattered Philistine soldiers before they regroup and possibly attack us? If we delay
later than tonight, we could miss the opportunity to wipe out about all that is left
of their army.”

Some of Saul's officers agreed that it should be the thing to do. Others hesi-
tantly made it known that the Philistines had suffered enough defeat, but all left the
decision up to their leader.

“This is our opportunity to completely crush the Philistines,” Saul pointed out.
“Tell our men to prepare to march!”

Ahiah the high priest was present. He had only listened, but now he stepped
forward and held up his hands for attention.

“Before we act any further,” he broke in, “I suggest that we take the matter
to God. It might not be His will for us to strike against the enemy so soon again.”
(I Samuel 14:36.)

Saul wasn't exactly pleased by Ahiah’s interruption, but he knew that it wouldn’t
be wise to go against the suggestion of the high priest.

“Ask God to tell us what to do,” Saul told Ahiah. “Ask Him if He will give
us victory over the rest of the Philistines if we go after them.”

Ahiah prayed earnestly about this matter. But no sign or indication came from
God as to what Israel’s troops should do or how successful they would be in another
battle. After a little wait, Saul's patience ran out. (I Samuel 14:37.)

“It must be that God hasn't answered us because someone has committed some
great sin,” Saul announced. "I want the leaders of the tribes to meet with me here
as soon as possible. I'll determine who has sinned and caused God to ignore our
inquiry. Even if it turns out to be Jonathan my son, T promise that he shall die!”

When the leaders gathered, Saul accused an unknown person of doing some un-
known thing so terrible that it was separating the people from God. He called for the
guilty one to come forward, or for anyone to speak out who knew of such a matter.

35
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Not a man spoke out or stepped up.

“If no one will admit guilt, then TI'll seek him out by casting lots!” Saul
declared resolutely. “My son and I will be on one side, and all the rest of you on
the other. Do you agree that handling it that way is fair to start?”

The assembled leaders, soldiers and onlookers nodded and murmured in agree-
ment. Saul then asked Ahiah to request that God make His will known through the
casting of lots. Ahiah produced the lot device, and two drawings were made. Saul
blinked in surprise when he realized that his lot seemed to indicate that he or Jona-
than was guilty! (I Samuel 14:38-41.)

“According to this, the finger of blame is pointing to me or my son,” Saul
announced hesitantly. “Now lots must be cast between us.”

Each man drew a lot. Saul scowled at sight of Jonathan's, which seemed to point
out that the younger man was in some way responsible for God’s silence.

“What awful thing have you done to cause God to show you as the offender?”
Saul demanded.

“I'm not guilty of any great offense,” Jonathan replied. “When my armor-
bearer and I joined your soldiers during their battle with the Philistines, I ate a little
honey I found by the trail. Later I learned that you had pronounced a curse on any
soldier who ate before sundown. I wasn’t awate you had told your men until ...”

“Then it was you!” Saul excitedly cut in. “You ate honey and spoiled my vow
to God that no man should touch food until we were safely back in camp at sun-
down! No wonder God wouldn't answer Ahiah’s prayers! The curse 1 pronounced
rests on you!” (I Samuel 14:42-44.)

“You mean you think I should die just because I ate some honey?” Jonathan
asked, frowning perplexedly.

“As king of Israel, I have spoken before God that it should be so,” Saul re-
plied in a somewhat shaky voice.

Saul was almost overcome with remorse that he should lose his son in this
manner. At the same time he couldn’t help being angry with him for being the one
who had done what Saul had told all his soldiers not to do. Obviously he had no choice
but to sentence Jonathan to death.

“Seize my son!” Saul finally ordered some nearby soldiers. “Keep him prisoner
until I decide how he shall die!”

God Rescues Jonathan

The soldiers moved reluctantly toward Jonathan, whom they greatly admired and

respected. In the next instant a wave of people surged in quickly to surround and
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protect Jonathan. The soldiers who had been ordered to seize him made no effort
to confront Jonathan’s protectors.

“I have ordered my son to be taken into military custody!” Saul shouted. “What
is the meaning of this interference?”

“We intend to defend your son with our lives!” someone yelled. “We have
learned that he and his armorbearer had much to do with the victory God gave us
over the Philistines, and that he hasn’t committed any great sin. That’s why we're
not allowing one hair of his head to be harmed!”

“Make the people stand back from Jonathan!” Saul commanded his soldiers.

“We would have to kill our people to do that, sir,” one officer grimly observed.
“Surely you wouldn’t want that.”

Lven in his anger and embarrassment at being disobeyed, Saul knew that the
officer was right. Frowning and red-faced, the leader of Israel gestured curtly for
his son to be freed, and strode away to his tent. It was a blow to his ego that his
own people and soldiers had taken a stand against him, but after he had calmed
down he was thankful that he had been spared the responsibility of sending his
son to his death. (I Samuel 14:45.)

God had caused the lots to be drawn in such a way that Jonathan would be
presumed guilty so that matters would turn out as they did. The real reasons God
hadn't answered Saul's requests through the high priest were that Saul had unwisely
pronounced a curse on any man who didn’t fast during the battle and because so many
men ate meat that hadn’t been properly drained of blood. Saul eventually came to
realize these things after thinking about the day’s happenings.

Because events turned out as they did, no attempt was made to round up the
surviving Philistine soldiers, who fled to their nation on the east coast of the Great
Sea. (I Samuel 14:46.) From time to time other Philistine armies were formed to
attack Israel, but Saul built up a powerful fighting force with which to keep the
Philistines out of Canaan.

During the next several years Saul encountered the same kind of trouble
from every direction, but God made it possible for him to protect Israel from all
of them.

Meanwhile, Saul returned as often as possible from the wars to live with
Ahinoam his wife and his several children. During one of the ruler’s stays at home,
Samuel came to see Saul about a most urgent matter. (I Samuel 14:47-52.)

“I have a message for you from God!” Samuel told Saul when they were alone.
“As the one who anointed you king of Israel and who directed and advised you in

many matters, you must believe me and act on what I am about to tell you.”
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Unsought by the Israelites, Philistine soldiers who had escaped
Saul’s army returned in small bands to their homeland on the east
coast of the Great Sea.

“You know that I respect your wisdom and judgment,” Saul said, “but years ago
you told me that God would remove me from the leadership of Israel. God hasn’t
removed me. On the contrary, I have built up Israel’s army and have put back this
nation’s enemies time after time. Israel is at last secure because God has worked
through me. You have been wrong in this matter, so how can I be sure that you are
right in whatever you atre about to tell me now?”

“God did not tell you when He would remove you from your office,” Samuel
explained. “God is patient. It could be that your place as king of Israel would be
ended if you refuse to do this thing that God has told me that He has chosen you
to do.”

“Have I refused to listen?” Saul asked a little impatiently.

God’s Commission

“No,” Samuel smilingly replied. “You have had so much experience in battle
that you could be most interested in accepting this challenge to destroy an ancient
enemy of Israel.” (I Samuel 15:1-2.)

Samuel then reminded Saul of how the Amalekites had so cruelly treated the

Israclites when they had come up from Egypt over four hundred years previously
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(Exodus 17:8-14), and of God’s promise to Israel that after the people were settled in
Canaan, Israel would return to the land of Amalek to destroy the whole nation.
(Deuteronomy 25:17-19.)

“God has chosen this time to punish that nation,” Samuel éxplained. “As king
of Israel, it's your duty to take an army down to the land of this enemy and utterly
wipe out all the cruel Amalekites, including women and children. No one within
sight is to be left alive. No animal is to be taken as booty. Camels, donkeys, cattle
and sheep are all to be destroyed!” (I Samuel 15:3.)

Saul was somewhat surprised at being told that he should direct an army to kill
women and even babies. But he also knew how cruel the Amalekites were to their
enemies. Saul feared to disobey in this matter of the Amalekites, lest God be angry
with him.

“I shall muster men as soon as possible to march against the Amalekites,” Saul
finally spoke out.

Samuel was pleased that Israel’s king should accept this special task without an
argument. Saul had little enthusiasm for such a commission at first, but enthusiasm
grew the more he considered it. He began to see that wiping out a whole nation
could increase his popularity with the people and cause him to be more respected
and feared by his enemies.

During the days that followed, Saul built an especially large fighting force at
an area south of Gibeah. He didn’t set out on his mission until he had two hundred
and ten thousand men, all well-trained and well-armed. Then his army moved south-
ward through the territories of Judah and Simeon. (I Samuel 15:4-5.)

Close to the desert city of Arad, Saul delayed his march to contact the leaders
of the Kenites, people who had descended from a desert tribe of the Sinai penin-
sula. When the Israelites were on their way up from Egypt, they came across the
Kenites just at a time when they needed guidance across a desert region. (Exodus
18:1-27.) Hobab, son of a Kenite who was Moses' father-in-law, helped lead them
across the desert. (Numbers 10:29-32.) Because the Kenites liked the Israelites, many
of these people went with the Israelites into Canaan, where they were given land with
the tribe of Judah in the southwest part of the nation. (Judges 1:16.) There they
lived just north of the Amalekites. There was considerable intermingling of the two
peoples because they had a love of the desert in common.

“We are moving against the Amalekites,” Saul informed the chief Kenites.
“Your people have been our friends ever since we came up from Egypt, so we are
warning you now to separate from the Amalekites at once. Any of you who are with

them when we attack might accidentally be killed along with our enemy!”
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Within hours most of the Kenites had quietly departed from the country of the
Amalekites. (I Samuel 15:6.) It would have been too much to expect that none of
the Kenites would warn their neighbors of the approach of danger, though they
had been warned by their leaders not to do so. Under the circumstances, Saul
knew that it would be a miracle if he could surprise the enemy. He simply con-
tinued marching from the valley where his men had shortly rested. As he approached
the main city of the Amalekites, he surrounded it swiftly by breaking his army
into two parts.

Some of the Amalekites had already left their city. More fled when they saw
the attackers approaching, but most were trapped and slain. The Amalekites were
proud warriors, but their soldiers could do little against the human walls of power,
nearly a quarter of a million strong, surging in on them to avenge Israelite ancestors
who had suffered and died because of the cruelty of the Amalekites more than
four centuries before.

The Israelites moved on, overtaking most who had fled from the city, and
spreading out to pick off the people in Amalekite villages far down the Sinai
peninsula. Every Amalekite within sight was killed—except one. That was the
king of the Amalekites, Agag. Saul gave orders that he should be taken back
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Having been warned that the Israelites were about to attack the
Amalekites, the Kenites quietly departed from the area that was to
be invaded.
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Saul's army pursued and overtook fleeing groups of Amalekites as
they tried escaping southward into the desert.

to Canaan alive, so that the people could see what their king had accomplished.

(T Samuel 15:7-8.)

But Saul had been plainly told not to spare any Amalekite. This disobedience

was about to result in grave trouble for him!

(To be continued next issue)

“Just Average”

(Continued from page 4)
her lewdness in the sight of her lovers,
and none shall deliver her out of mine
hand.” (Hos. 2:8-10.)
“They that did feed
warns God, ““are desolate in the streets:
they that were brought up in scarlet
embrace dunghills!” (Lam. 4:5.)

But wHy will God do this? Listen!

delicately”

“And it shall come to pass, when
ye shall say, "Wherefore doeth the Lord
our God all these things to us?’ then
shalt thou answer them, Like as ye have
forsaken me, and served strange gods
in your land, so shall ye serve strangers
in a land that is not yours!"” (Jer. 5:19.)

What about Your personal life?

Do you really oBEYy God? Do you
really kwow the Bible? Do you care-
FULLY PROVE everything to yourself?
Have you been LIVING by every word of
God? If not—then what the Almighty
warns still applies to you!

Our national inheritances are not
WRONG—God gave them to us. But with
those great blessings God placed an
awesome responsibility! We were to
have shown the WHOLE WORLD the
joys, the happiness, the wonderful
PEACE that can come through obedience
to God’s laws. Instead, we have be-
queathed to them an example of lawless-
ness, divorce, perverted sex, and mount-
ing crime.

We have not been faithful to the
God who GAVE us
abundance!

such fantastic

Neither have we been THANKFUL!

God thunders from His high heaven,
“"How shall I pardon thee for this? thy
children have forsaken me, and sworn
by them that are no gods; WHEN I HAD
FED THEM TO THE FULL, THEY THEN
committed assembled

themselves by troops in the harlots’

adultery, and

houses. They were as fed horses in the
morning: every one neighed after his
aeighbor's wife. Shall I not wvisit for
THESE things? saith the Eternal: and
shall not my soul be avenged on such
a nation as this?” (Jeremiah 5:7-9.)

You need to REPENT, and fwrn to
your Creator with ALL your heart—
acknowledging Him as your RULER if
you are to escape the frightening holo-
caust of the future!



THE BIBLE—
- MYTH OR AUTHORITY?

HAT is the Bible? Does it

have a purpose? Can it be

proved that the Bible is an

inspired revelation from God for man?

How can you be sure—if there be an

original inspired revelation, given di-

rectly by God to His prophets and

apostles—that it has been accurately pre-
served ? '

Today, theologians have joined ranks

with atheists and agnostics in denounc-

ing the Bible as myth. Why? What are

their motives ?

Why Theologians Are Angry
With the Bible

The Bible is, according to today's
philosophy, the inspiting record of
man's search for a concept of God—
not the /nspired record of God's reve-
lation to man of essential knowledge
man needs to know but would not
otherwise be able to obtain!

The world's foremost theologians
assume—without proof—that the Bible
has a natural origin in human tradi-
tions! They subtly imply it is without
genuine authority.

What made them believe such an
idea? Are they without proof of the
inspiration of Scripture? Surely, if
there were proof for the inspiration of
the Bible, these learned men would not
have overlooked it—would they? ... or
did they face the evidence and reject it?

To acknowledge the authority of the
Bible would mean preaching what it
says! It would require one to reject the
false traditions inherited from the pa-
gans. It would mean letting the Bible
correct one where he or she is wrong,
That goes against human nature!

What were the learned theologians
to do to justify themselves? They
simply looked the other way when the
proof, the evidence appeared! They
then claimed the Scriptures were with-
out authority since, as they said, they

by Herman L. Hoeh

were unable to find any genuine evi-
dence of their inspiration!

Is it any wonder why so many are
deceived? So let’s now understand what
the Bible really is.

WHAT the Bible Really Is

The Bible is the written revelation
of the Creator God for mankind. It
contains absolutely vital knowledge that
cveryone needs to understand—but
which would be inaccessible by any
natural means. In the Bible, God speaks
with authority to us through its writers.
The Bible, then, possesses supreme au-
thority over our lives, since it comes
from our own Supreme Creator. The
Bible repeats hundreds of times: “Thus
saith the Lord.” In Scripture, God
speaks in the first person—'I"—and
challenges us to test Him to prove
whether He speaks the truth (Isa.
44:6-9).

Without the Bible we can never
understand the lessons of the past, the
meaning of the present, and the goals
of the future!

Seripture, when rightly understood,
gives a rational meaning for man’s
being here and the causes of our
world’s ills. It explains exactly why this
world has wars, sicknesses and suffer-
ing. These are the penalties of a wrong
way of life. There are hundreds of
religious, political and economic “'cures”
in the world, but none of them reaches
the cause of ecarth’s problems. Only
God's mind is great enough to know
the true answers. No book but His
Bible can explain the laws that eternally
regulate human life and human affairs
—laws which, when violated, bring the
penalties of sickness, war and death.

Only the Bible is able to point the
way out of impending chaos!

Yet men reject its solutions as out-
of-date in this space age. Its truth they

do not want to grasp. That's why “the
Lord has a controversy with the na-
tions” (Jer. 25:31). Ever since the be-
ginning of human life, God has had
a controversy with humanity. Human
beings by nature refuse to follow His
way of life. Humans think their ways
are better. Man assumes that he knows
more than God. Yes, “there is a way
that scems right to a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death” (Prov-
erbs  14:12). Humanity avoids ac-
knowledging God as Supreme Ruler.
They hide their eyes from plain evi-
dence, and label Scripture falsely as
myth and tradition.

The PROOFS

Everyone today demands proof! Peo-
ple have a chip on their shoulders, so
to speak. They want somecone to prove
whether the Bible is true. Christ said
this challenging attitude would reach its
climax in these last days of human
civilization—just before man with his
scientific ingenuity blasts all human
life out of existence (Luke 18:8). Of
course it is right that we should prove
it! And there is proof—proof of the
most amazing kind—proof that would
astound the public if the theologians
were to publicly confess it! But the
world is wilfully ignorant of it!

Believe it or not, the world already
knows of the proof but, having been
deceived, it is unwilling to accept it.
It has seen the proof; it has felt it;
it has dug it up; it has read it; it has
even published it! But humanity, de-
ceived by superstition and vain religious
traditions, has rejected it because it does
not want to believe and surrender its
will to the Bible.

Only the fool would reject the evi-
dence of creation and prophecy. But
sadly, the world is filled with fools! It
has rejected both.

The mass of evidence is overwhelm-
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ing. It is so great that this entire issue
of The Prain TruTH could not begin
to contain it all. This mass of evidence
has created a paradox. Just as the world
publishes and sells the Bible, but does
not believe it, so it discovers, publishes
and sells the evidences of Biblical in-
spiration, but it does not believe it.

The world has not only turned the
truth upside down, but it has also
turned the proof upside down—making
right seem wrong and true proof seem
disproof.

These proofs confound the atheist.
These proofs demonstrate once and for
all time that the Biblical record is in-
spited and true! They are made plain
in our free, illustrated hooklets The
PROOF of the Bible, Does Guod Exigi?
and in the Ambassador College Bible
Correspondence Course.

Is God Able to Preserve
His Book?

Critics today challenge the accuracy
of copies of the Bible in their original
Hebrew and Greek languages. Can we
be sure that the Bible has not been
corrupted? How can we know that it
still is the revelation of God to man?
Has it been so changed and corrupted
by myth since the original writing as to
be highly doubtful, if not altogether
altered ?

Here are the facts. For years the
critics claimed the Hebtew Bible was of
no authority. “A late and altered form
of earlier Hebrew writings,” they
claimed !

Then came the year 1947,

In the summer of '47 a sheer coin-
cidence led to the discovety of the
oldest manuscripts of the Bible so far
known. Among a collection of literary
works found in a cave in Wadi Qumran
on the north side of the Dead Sea, a
23-foot leather scroll was found to con-
tain the complete text of the book of
Isaiah in Hebrew! Expert examination
of the document revealed beyond doubt
that this Isaiah text dated from about
100 B.C.

This copy of Isaiah, now about 2000
years old, is unique proof of the re-
liability of the text of the Holy Scrip-
tutes that have been handed down to
us. The text in all fundamentals agrees
with what we have in our present-day
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Bibles! The only differences are minor
spelling changes and misplaced words,
changes that represent the carelessness
of unofficial sectarian scribes who cop-
ied that text of the book of Isaiah.

In other words, the present Maso-
retic Hebrew text, which is a continua-
tion of the official Old Testament He-
brew, is far superior in preservation to
the unofficial copy of Isaiah made
2000 years ago. Furthermore, the an-
cient scroll of Isaiah, just like the
printed copies of Tsaiah in any modern-
day Bible, whether Hebrew, Greek,
English or German, has the same 66
chapters of our present-day text.

Until this find, the oldest and fullest
Manuscript in Hebrew was the Codex
Petropolitanus, dating from about 916
A.D. This proves how accurate the Jews
have been in copying, generation after
generation, the books of the Old Testa-
ment. How can anyone deny that God
is giving divine protection to the Book
which contains His commands and
revelations to man!

Between 1949 and 1951 additional
manuscripts were located in other caves
near the Dead Sea. In these scrolls were
19 books of the Old Testament—all
telling the same story as the Isaiah
Manuscript!

True, minor, and on occasion signifi-
cant variations occur. But remember,
the Dead Sea Scrolls were not copied
by the official scribes of the Jewish
community. Jesus never recognized the
Dead Sea sects as having any authority
over the true Hebrew Text, commonly
called the Masoretic Hebrew text.

The Dead Sea Scrolls plainly show
the satanic influence of Samaritan con-
spiratars. Between the time of Alexan-
der the Great and the second century
B.C. the Samaritans tried their best to
infiltrate the Jewish community and
alter the inspired scriptures, They
failed. But they did succeed in foisting
on the world a corrupt translation of
the Hebrew into Greek. That translation
is called the Septuagint, or Seventy. It
was translated by seventy scholars who
used texts from Samaritan Palestine.
The Jews steadfastly refused to admit
the Septuagint into the Synagogue. The
great majority of Old Testament quo-
tations found in the New Testament are
not taken from the Septuagint, but from
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other translations commonly circulated
in the Jewish world of the first century
A.ID. The minor variations that do oc-
cur are added proof that the standard
Hebrew Masoretic text is the official Old
Testament text God has preserved. The
variations in the Dead Sea Scrolls show
these manuscripts were influenced by
the Samaritans’ altered text.

Jews Preserved Old Testament

Through whom has God preserved
His authoritative written Word accu-
rately?

Jesus said: "Till heaven and earth
pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in
no wise pass from the law until all be
fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18).

Has this happened ? Was Jesus right?
Or has the Law—the Old Testament—
been hopelessly lost and corrupted?

Luke quotes Jesus as saying: "It is
easier for heaven and earth to pass
away, than one tittle of the law to
fail” (Luke 16:17). Modern critics as-
sume Jesus was wrong. They think the
Old Testament has not been accurately
preserved. But they are wrong!

Jesus also announced: "Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my words
shall not pass away.” (See Matthew
24:35, Mark 13:31 and Luke 21:33.)

Jesus' Words—the very words re-
corded by the apostles in the New
Testament—shall not pass away!

Of course the modern critics prefer
to quote Jesus as saying: “Heaven and
earth cannot pass away, but my words
shall pass away!” But these critics are
wrong! Jesus is right. His words have
not passed away. The critics have
merely been unwilling to look for His
Words where He said they could be
found! They have, instead, looked
elsewhete so that they would not find
Jesus” Words.

Notice where we ought to look for
the authoritative text of the Bible. Read
it from the Revised Standard Version
which the modern critics have them-
selves translated: “Then what advan-
tage has the Jew?”

Yes, what special duty did God give
to the Jew? Notice:

“Much in every way. To begin with,
the Jews are entrusted with the oracles
of God. What if some were unfaithful?
Does their faithlessness nullify the
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faithfulness of God? By no means!
Let God be true though every man be
false, as it is written, "That Thou
mayest be justified in Thy words..." ™
(Romans 3:1-4).

To whom were the oracles of God,
the written record of God's revelation
delivered  through Moses and the
prophets—the Old  Testament—com-
mitted? To the Jews!

The Jews have preserved the OId
Testament. But what if the Jews did
not believe and did not practice the
things written in the law, the prophets
and the psalms? What if the Jews be-
came divided into Orthodox and other
sects? Does their rejection of some of
the truth nullify the faithfulness of the
written Word of God which they are
required to preserve from generation
to generation?

“God forbid,” declared the King
James Version, "By no means,” reiterates
the Revised Standard Version.

So the Jews—by the very admission
of these critics—have preserved the
Old Testament faithfully!

Now consider the New Testament.
It was offered first to the Jews. But
the Jews rejected the New Testament—
refused even to accept its Author,
What did God, in His wise fore-
knowledge, do? He revealed His Word
to the Gentiles and especially to the
Greeks for a very great purpose.

Greeks Preserve New Testament

Notice Paul's statement. The Jews
originally had the advantage over the
Greeks because the Jews received the
oracles of God (Romans 3:1-4). Now,
however, declares Paul, “there is no
difference between the Jew and the
Greek: for the same Lord over all is
rich unto all that call upon Him”
(Rom. 10:12). No difference? Why?

Continuing with verses 14 and 15:
"How then shall they call on Him in
whom they have not believed ? and how
shall they believe in Him of whom
they have not heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher? and how
shall they preach, they be
sentd .

The Greeks, too, received “the word
of God.” God sent to them a special
apostle—Paul. Though he spoke to
Gentiles in general wherever he went,

except
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Paul went almost exclusively to Greeks.
He spoke to others only as they were
found in the Greek-speaking world.
Paul wrote to Greek-speaking churches,
not to Ethiopian-, Chinese-, German- or
Persian-speaking churches. There was a
very special reason.

Let us read further—Romans 10:19-
20: "But I say, ‘Did not Israel know?’
[That is, did not Israel recognize
God’'s message? But they refused it and
were in part blinded spiritually.] First
Moses saith, ‘I will provoke you to jeal-
ousy by them that are no people, and
by a foolish nation [the Greeks were
indeed a foolish nation, filled with
vanity of mind] I will anger you.” But
Esaias is very bold, and saith, T was
found of them that sought me not; I
was made manifest unto them that
asked not after me.””

Notice that Paul these

applied

prophecies to his day—the New Testa-
ment period.
When the Jews rejected the message
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of Jesus Christ, God raised up the
apostle Paul to go to the Greek-
speaking world. The Greeks would
hear! They did hear! They received
the oracles of Jesus Christ—the New
Testament! And they have preserved
it! Jesus declared: "My word shall not
pass away”—and it has not passed
away. The Greeks alone of all peoples
copied, generation after generation, the
New Testament in the very language
God inspired it to be written! No other
people did it! The Samaritans corrupted
it, the Latins and Egyptians translated
and often corrupted it. Only the Greeks
have accurately copied it in its original
language.

Today about 4500 examined Greek
manuscripts “all confirm the integrity
and purity of the New Testament text,”
wrote Cobern in The New Archeological
Discoveries. In 1935 a fragment of
John's Gospel in Greek, dating from
the time of Emperor Trajan, 98-117
AD., was discovered in Egypt. The
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fragment was part of a codex or book,
indicating that the entire New Testa-
ment IN PROPER ORDER was circulating
within a score of years following the
death of the last apostle. This fragment
confirms our present text. All these
fragments and texts witness to the ac-
curacy with which the New Testament
has been preserved through fire and
sword,

But what about minor variations in
the Greek New Testament?

Bible a LIVING Book!

The answer is that Scripture is a
living book, using living languages. In
English, for example, if we are to un-
derstand the Bible, we need new word-
ings from time to time as the old
wording becomes difficult to under-
stand. Most of our readers would be
unable to read the translations into
English made 100 years before the
King James Version. We have these
versions in the libraries of the Ambas-
sador Colleges. It would be useless to
quote from them in The PLAIN TRUTH
—they are too difficult to understand.
Old English almost seems to be a
foreign language to those of us who
live today.

In the same way slight changes were
necessitated over the centuries in the
Hebrew and Greek due to the gradual
changes in wording and expression in
those two divinely chosen languages.
In order for His Word to be under-
standable in public reading, God per-
mitted minor scribal variations in spell-
ing and word order for clarity. That
is why no two hand-copied codices or
complete manuscripts of either Old or
New Testament agree 100 percent in
every detail. God has purposed it! He
intended His Word, even in the original
languages, to be living, active, intelli-

Photo: Karen Hayesod, Jerusalem
Left, modern Samaritan holding
corrupted text of ancient Pentateuch
—the Book of the Law. The Samari-
tans were Gentiles who falsely
posed as Jews. They altered the
text of the Hebrew Bible to justify
their religious customs. For centuries
the Jews—to whom God had com-
mitted His oracles—had to be on
guard against the wiles of the Sa-
maritans.
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gent channels through which His Will
might be expressed.

These minor changes—contrary to
the usual opinion—prove rather than
disprove the inspiration of Scripture.
Inspiration is not of any value whatso-
ever in a dead, unintelligible language!
The Greeks have not been left to decide
for themselves whether or not they
want to preserve it. God has made them
preserve His word correctly.

I have before me, as T write, the
Greek New Testament in the first
printed edition published in Constanti-
nople in 1912. It is the Greeks” official
authorized printed text of the Greek
New Testament. When the Greeks
published this edition they checked
their authoritative manuscripts. The
Greek religious authorities are held re-
sponsible by God for it. In the re-
production of this first edition (in
Constantinople) typo-
graphical error occurred. Mark 7:16
was, by accident, left out of the printed
text! So, in later production, when the
printing of the new edition came out,
in all faithfulness to the original
printed edition the Greeks did not in-
sert this accidentally missing verse
(Mark 7:16) in the text, but made a
note in the text and put the verse at
the foot of the page for all to read. In
other words, once an officially ap-
proved printed edition was made, there
were to be no additions or deletions in
the printed edition. And if an error,
due to human oversight, later is found,
it was required to be printed below.
Every Greek must thereafter, when
reading, insert the accidentally missing
verse placed at the bottom of the
page!

This is fundamentally the same way
the Jews preserved the Old Testament!
When the Jews had officially approved
a manusctipt for synagogue use, if, at
a later time, they found a scribal error
which they had not noticed, they left
the text just as it was—with the scribal
error; but in the margin of this offi-
cially approved text, they inserted the
correct reading and every man who read
in the synagogue had to read what the
margin had! When they recopied that
manuscript, they recopied the etror in
the text and the true reading in the
margin! That is how they have always

before me, a
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preserved the Bible absolutely accurate-
ly! God has not left it to the individual
to decide these matters.

Why Critics Reject Greeks’ Text

Now see what has happened. Mod-
ern critics refuse to accept the walid
manuscripts which the Greeks have
preserved! They have dome the same
with the true text of the Hebrew Old
Testament! Over 95 percent of all New
Testament manuscripts have been pre-
served by the Greeks. These were the
manuscripts basically used in the King
James Version. The modern crities in
their own wisdom turn away from
these in their Revised Standard Version
to the corrupted 5 percent of Greek
copies found in Egypt and the Latin
world. These spurious manuscripts origi-
nated under Samaritan, Egyptian and
Roman influence at the hands of the
conspirators who  secretly followed
Magus (see Acts 8). They
wanted to decide for themselves how
the Bible should read. They did not
want to come under the authority of
the Bible.

The critics today claim in their
pompous wisdom that out of these con-
tradictory and corrupted manuscripts—
no two of which agree closely on
many important verses—they can derive
a New Testament text! All they have
done is discover how the Greek New
Testament had been corrupted in Egypt
and Rome by the conspirators out of
Samaria who followed Simon Magus.

It is time we have our eyes opened to
what happened in the “Lost Century” of
Church history—between A.D. 70-170.

The modern critics are merely fol-
lowing in the footsteps of the early
conspirators, like the “Church Father”
Origen, who tried to “correct” the New
Testament in their own “wisdom.”

Simon

Text of Protestant Reformers

For centuries, during the Middle
Ages, the only Bible accessible to
Western Europe was the Latin Vulgate
Bible. Tt was the work of the scholar
Jerome, who prepared it from many
old Latin translations—which differed
among themselves. This Bible is the
progeny of Rome.

Rome has not preserved the New Tes-
tament in the original inspired Greek.
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Italy is not the homeland of the in-
spired Greek New Testament.

Jerome attested to the corruption of
the Latin translations of his day.

“If we are to glean the truth,” said
Jerome, “from a comparison of many,
why not go back to the original Greek
and correct the mistakes introduced by
inaccurate translators, and the blunder-
ing alterations of confident but igno-
rant eritics, . . .all that has been in-
serted or changed by copyists” in the
Latin (Jerome, Vulgate Preface, Nicene
and Post-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 6).

There you have it!

For nearly 14 centuries the Latin
Vulgate translation of the Bible domi-
nated the Western World. Then, in
1453 the Turks conquered Constanti-
nople, the capital of the Greek world.
Many Greek scholars fled west. They
brought their manuscripts with them.
Soon Erasmus and Ximenes, Stephen
and Elzivir and Beza published texts of
the New Testament in Greek. In a few
instances these Greek New Testament
texts additions from the
Latin Vulgate which these scholars
translated into Greek. A striking ex-
ample is I John 5:7 which occurs in no
Greck manuscript preserved by the
Greeks. It made its appearance in the
King James Version ultimately from the
Latin Vulgate.

The Greek texts of the carly Refor-
mation printers were vastly superior fo

contained

the Latin versions previously circulated.
From these Greek texts the early English
translations
nowned King James Version of 1611.
Very few basic errors appear in the King
James Version—though it is by no
means a perfect or clear translation.
But the work of the ecarly printers
was not continued. Critics—English
and German—gradually ceased to search
out the official Greek text preserved
in various parts of Greece, particularly
in Mount Athos—where the bulk of
New Testament Manuscripts are still
located. Instead they have turned away
from the bulk of these accurate New
Testament manuscripts of Greece to the
corrupted texts of Rome and especially
Egypt! These faulty texts have been
used for nearly all modern translations
of the Bible during the past 75 years—
and especially in the Revised Standard

came—including the re-
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Version and the New English Transla-
tion.

The Bible-Publishing Nations

God used—and is using—the Jews
and Greeks to preserve His Word in
their original languages. But neither
Jews nor Greeks have published the
Bible in quantity for all the nations to
read in their own languages. That duty
has been committed to the birthright
nations of the House of Israel—the
nations who inherited from Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, immense national bless-
ings so they would be able to distribute
Bibles at little or no cost to all nations
around the world.

Who are the birthright holders who
were to become the world’s leading
publishers of Bibles in all languages?
The  English-speaking  nations—the
British Commonwealth and the United
States of Ametica.

Our peoples are identified in Bible
prophecy. It's made plain in our as-
tounding free booklet The United
States and the British Commonwealth
in Prophecy.

The ten tribes of the ancient House
of Israel rejected God. They went into
Assyrian captivity after a three-year
siege 721-718 B.C. God promised to
withhold His birthright blessings from

them for 2520 years—seven prophetic
H[I YOUR PLAIN TRUTH SUB-
SCRIPTION HAS BEEN PAID

So many ask: “"HOW does it happen that I find
my subseription price for The PLAIN TRUTH has
alteady been pard? How can you publish such a
high class magdzingé without advertising revenue?”

The answer is as simple as it is astonishing! It is
a paradox. Christ's Gospel cannot be sold like
merchandise. You cannot buy salvation. Yet it does
cost money to publish Christ’s TRUTH and mail it
to ‘all continents on earth. It does have to be paid
far! This is Christ’s work. We solve this problem
Christ's WAY !

Jesus said, ""This GDSEEi of the Kingdom shall
be preached (and published—Mark 13:10) in all
the world for a witness unto all nations’ (Mat.
24:14) at thir time, just before the end of this age.
A PRICE must be paid for the magazine, the
broadcast, the Correspondence Course, or other lit-
erature. But HOW? Christ forbids us to sell it to
those who receiye it: “'Freely ye have received,"
said Jesus to His disciples whom He was sending
to proclaim His Gespel, '‘freely GIVE!" “It 1s
rr;grs”e’ale.r.wd,” He said, “‘to GIVE than to re-
celve.

God's WAY is the way of LOVE—and that is
the way of giving., God expects every child of His
to give free-will offerings and to “tithe, as His
means of paving the costs of carrying His Gospel
to others. We, therefore, simply trost our Lord
Jesus Christ to lay it on the minds and hearts of
His followers to give generously, thus paying the
cost of putting the precious Gospel TRUTH in the
hands of ofbers. Yet it must go en/y to those who
themselves wish to receive it, Each must, for him-
self, subscribe—and his subscription has thus already
beenr paid.

Thus the living dynamic Christ Himself enables
us to broadcast, worldwide, without ever asking
for contributions over the air; to enroll many thou-
sands in the Ambassador College Bible Corre-
spondence Course with full tuition cost already paid;
to send your PLAIN TRUTH on an already paid
basis. God's way is GOOD!
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“times” (7x%360). That penalty ended
in 1803.

What happened rhat very year? Brit-
ish engineers and financiers in 1803
produced the first practical papermak-
ing machine in history. In 1804 the
British and Foreign Bible Society was
founded. By an extraordinary “coinci-
dence” Lord Stanhope had in the same
year perfected a stereotyping process.
That process made Bible manufactur-
ing cheap, accurate and speedy!

In 1805 massive numbers of the Eng-
lish New Testament appeared. A com-
plete Bible for quantity distribution
appeared in 1806. Friedrich Konig, a
German, came to London in 1806, and
in four years perfected the printing-
machine. The story, if continued, would
fill pages. This is one of the greatest
series of events in history. It ranks in
importance with the Jewish and Greek
preservation of the Hebrew and Greek
Scriptures! Yet the world today takes
little note of the greatest of the birth-
right blessings!

Do We Have ALL the Bible?

One final question should be an-
swered with regard to the preservation
of Scripture. Do we have all the Bible?

The testimony of history itself is that
none of the Old Testament has been lost
since the days of Christ. For nearly two
thousand years, through persecution
and war, the Jews have preserved the
Old Testament exactly as God intended !
The same books composing the Bible
in Jesus' day are used today in the
synagogues and in the churches.

But what about the fact that some
Bibles have seven more books (the
Apocrypha) added to the OId Testa-
ment than do the Jews and most Protes-
tants? Are these added books part of the
Bible—or are they spurious?

The official authority of God for the
Old Testament was vested in the Priest-
hood and the officially appointed
Scribes in Palestine (Matthew 23:2).
This Priesthood never accepted the
Apoctypha. The Apocrypha are unin-
spired books written by unconverted
men, These books contain definite er-
rors, plus a measure of truth—just as
all human books do. The apostles never
quoted from the Apocrypha. They
never referred to these seven added
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books as inspired. Even the Catholic
Church did not accept them until about
398 A.D., at the Council of Carthage—
300 years after the Bible was completed
in the days of the apostle John!

The Greck Bibles used by the in-
spired New Testament Church under
the guidance of the apostles did not
contain the Apocrypha, These wnin-
spired books were not added until after
315 A.D. according to the admission
of the Catholic bishop Cyril of Jerusa-
lem. Here is proof that the Apocrypha
was never approved by Christ or the
apostles. The Bible was completed in
the days of the apostles !

The same may be said of the so-
cilled “Lost books of the Bible.” These
books were never lost because they were
never a part of the Bible. They are
outright frauds! They are spurious—
uninspired—and full of errors!

If you want the full story of the
Apocrypha, write for the article "Do
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We Have the Complete Bible?”

But what about the New Testament?
Is it complete? Here again the testi-
mony is the same—the New Testament
has been preserved exactly! The early
Greeks recognized no other New Testa-
ment books than we have today. No
New Testament book has been lost.

If you want an illustration of God’s
intervention to preserve His Word,
turn to Jeremiah 36, beginning with
verse 23. King Jehoiakim had an entire
scroll of the Word of God cut with a
penknife and consumed by a fire. Cer-
tainly burning the only copy of the
Word of God would destroy it if any-
thing would!—he thought.

But what happened? Did it perish
forever? No! Read the account in Jere-
miah 36:32.

You can depend on the Bible. It is
the inspired Word of God in print! It
carries absolute authority. By it you are
going to be judged!

The REAL MEANING Behind
VATICAN i

(Continned from page 8)

—has always existed. The powers of
this world have never extinguished the
light of the true Church. Write for the
fascinating, free booklet A Truwe His-
tory of the Tine Church. History has
ample testimony regarding the small,
scattered remnants of the true Church
of God—including the witness of its
enemies, themselves!

Since God's Church has always been
a small, persecuted group—never large
and powerful, never exerting a strong
political influence on the world—it
should be abundantly clear that the
MODERN trend toward Universalism is
NoT of God!

Instead, it is an attempt of those who
long since rejected the TRUTH of God
to band themselves together—to UNITE
THEMSELVES, apar? from God, and apart
from His Holy Spirit !

The large, powerful, organized, sec-
tarian “'Christianity” of this world is
NoT the faith once delivered to the
saints! (Jude 3.) It is divided, con-
fused. Yet it palms itself off as ““Chris-
tian” — cloaks itself in supposedly
“Christian” garb—but has re¢jected the

basic tenets of God's truth as revealed
in the Bible! Claiming to be Christian,
it has REJECTED the very words and
teachings of Christ Himself!

God’s true Church has always been
UNITED., The apostle Paul wrote,
"“There is ONE body, and ONE Spirit,
even as ye are called in one hope of
your calling; oNE Lord, oNE faith,
ONE baptism, oNE God and Father of
all, who is above all, and through all,
and in you all” (Eph. 4:4-6).

God’s true Church has never been
large and powerful, exerting influence
over kingdoms and nations; nor has it
ever been divided up into differing,
contradictory fragments and schisms,
cach teaching contrary doctrines, pet-
forming baptism countless different
ways !

If anyone will seriously study the
Bible, and the New Testament teaching,
he should clearly see that modern or-
ganized “Christianity” is simply NoT
of God, and therefore the movement
toward Church Unity in error is Not
of God. It is 2 UNION OF ERROR—not
a union in fruth!
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But it was
Bible!

prophesied in  your

Babylonish Confusion

Jesus Himself said, “For MANY shall
come in my name”—claiming His au-
thority and stamp of approval on their
teachings—"saying I am Christ”—pro-
fessing that Jesus IS the true Christ—
“AND SHALL DECEIVE MANY” (Mat.
24:5).

Notice it! Not the ‘‘few,” but the
“MANY" were to be deceived! Not the
minority, but the overwhelming ma-
jority! From the days of the apostles
until now, great MULTITUDES have been
deceived by a false “Christianity”
which accepts Christ's name but rejects
His inspired teachings!

This  devil-inspired plot is the
GREATEST DECEPTION in all the world’s
history! The minds of MILLIONS have
been saturated with false doctrines,
false concepts, and totally w#Biblical
ideas—palmed off ar the truth of
God!

Few have really stopped in the course
of their lives to CHECK INTO these
things themselves, but casually accept
made by their
pastor or their church. Few have had
the intellectual HONESTY to sincerely
question the source of their beliefs and
compare with the Bible!

Most just “go along” with whatever
their parents believed, or whatever the
majority believes—just “go along” with
the crowd, regardless of whether the
crowd is in ERROR!

No wonder Jesus said, “Enter ye in at
the strait {narrow, difficult] gate: for
WIDE is the gate, and BROAD is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and
MANY there be which go in thereat:
Because strait is the gate, and NARROW
is the way, which leadeth unto life,
and FEW there be that find it” (Mat.
7:13-14).

No wonder Jesus warned, “Beware of
false prophets, which come to you in
SHEEP'S CLOTHING —dressing up to
appear holy, righteous, sanctimonious,
making kind, conciliatory gestures—
“but INWARDLY they are ravening
wolves” (Mat. 7:15).

Do vou take Jesus' warning seri-
ously? Or does it matter?

Jesus said, “BEWARE!"” But the vast

any pronouncement
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majority don't seem to care—it doesn’t
seem to make any difference to them.

God’'s WARNING to Our
Generation

What does God have to say about
today's organized religious confusion?

Should true Christians take part in
it? Is the modern trend toward uNITY
a good objective, something everyone
should acclaim and support?

The Word of God thunders *
Come OUT oF HER, my people, that
ye be not partakers of her siNs, and
that ye receive not of her plagwes. For
her sins have reached unto heaven, and
God hath remembered her iniquities.”
(See Rev. 18:4-6.) Here is pictured a
false religion which mislabels pagan
practices as “Christian,” and rejects or
changes the Law of God.

God does not equivocate!

There can be NO connection be-
tween the truth of God and the paGan
ways of this world, even though they
are disguised and camouflaged out-
wardly as “'Christian.”

Paul cOMMANDS, in no uncertain
terms, “Wherefore come OUT from
among them, and be ye SEPARATE,
saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing: and I will receive you,
And will be a Father unto you, and ye
shall be my sons and daughters, saith
the Lord Almighty” (II Cor. 6:17-18).
And he adds in verses 15-16: “...or
what part hath he that believeth with
an infidel? [What about today’s
“Christian ~ Atheists”?] And what
agrecment hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the
living God; as God hath said, I will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and
I will be their God, and they shall be
my people” (II Cor. 6:14-16).

Almighty God is not in the modern
movement toward Church Unity because
all these competitive denominations are
not His churches, The movement is
sponsored and spawned by Satan the
devil, in an attempt to unite the scattered
competitive branches of his counterfeit
“Christianity.”

Satan wants to amalgamate the re-
ligions of this world, and marshal them
together to forge a strong tool in his
hands to once again DOMINATE THE
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WoORLD—and to stamp out truth and
those “which keep the commandments
of God, and have the testimony of
Jesus Christ™ (Rev. 12:17; 14:12),

Another Religious Martyrdom?

Notice what God’s Word foretells
for the FUTURE!

There is coming a time of religious
martyrdom !

Jesus Christ, speaking of this very
century—the days just prior to His
second coming, declared, “Then shall
they deliver you up to be afflicted,
and shall kill yon: and ye shall be
HATED of all nations for my name’s
sake. And then shall many be offended,
and shall betray one another, and shall
hate one another. And many false
prophets shall rise, and shall deceive
many. And because iniquity [imwmiorali-
fy, LAWLESSNESS} shall abound, the
love of many shall wax cold. But he
that shall ENDURE UNTO THE END, the
same shall be saved” (Mat. 24:9-13).

Is this shocking? Startling?

It should be! We only hope that it
shocks some of you to the point that
you will wAKE Up, NOW BEFORE IT
IS TOO LATE!

You need to snap out of the lethar-
gic doldrums which characterize our
times, and the world around us!

Jesus what He said! His
words were not idle speculation or
fancy daydreaming. They are a vivid,
sober WARNING!

To those who have eyes to see and
ears to hear, the current developments

meant

January, 1966

are a serious WARNING—a warning
which should not be taken with levity.

God’s Word is frighteningly clear.
Only somcone totally out of touch with
reality, living in dreamland, someone
totally ignorant of human nature, would
dare say it could not happen again!
God’'s Word shows it wiLL!

The world is headed for a bloodbath
such as it has never seen—and once
again, side by side with political and
national upheaval and destruction, will
be the twin plague of RELIGIOUS
MARTYRDOM, intolerance, bigotry and
petsecution !

But you can escape, if you are will-
ing to turn to God. God promises pro-
tection for those willing to surrender
to Him and serve Him (Rev. 3:10).
He will safeguard His zealous faithful
in a place specially prepared for them
(Rev. 12:13-16). You can be among
those receiving God's divine protection!

But you must turn to God and obey
His commandments. And, more, you
must burn into your mind the earnest
warning of Jesus Christ, “WATCH ye
therefore, and pray always, that ye may
be accounted worthy to escape all these
things that shall come to pass, and to
stand before the Son of man” (Luke
21:36)

Are you watching world news, re-
ligious trends and developments?

Are you praying earnestly for God’s
guidance, His will to be done, and
for His protection?

There 1S a “way of escape”—if you
will call on God!

SPACE SPECTACULAR

(Continued from page 2)

far, there have been no serious, fatal
setbacks. The United States has suffered
no casualties in space!

There are indications, however, that
the Soviet Union has not been so for-
tunate. Several catastrophes probably
have occurred, marring the Russian
space program—from rockets blowing
up on the launching pad to madmen
or dead men orbiting the earth in
sealed coffins. To think of dead men in
space is a somber, sobering thought!

But regardless, American scientists
are highly optimistic and hopeful. Pres-

ent plans call for an attempt to land
a man on the moon and return him
to earth by the end of 1969, if no
serious hitches develop in the timetable.

Will the United States land men on
the moon? And return them safely to
earth? Will Russia win the moon race?
Or will any nation succeed in this tre-
mendous endeavor?

Just what are scientists and military
leaders planning?

It's all made clear in our astounding
full-color booklet Who Will Rule
Space? It's free—write for it!
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